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THE  Editor  of  this  pamphlet  having  before  had  the  honour 
of  offering ,  to  an  impartial  public ,  a  work  on  the  impor¬ 
tant  fub j  eft  of  the  French  Revolution ,  the  flattering  re¬ 
ception  that  attended  his  humble  efforts  on  that  occafion 
has  induced  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  prefent  highly 
interefling  event — the  late  unfortunate  Miffion  of  Lori 
Malmfbury  to  negotiate  a  Peace  with  the  French  Re¬ 
public:  An  event  the  importance  of  which  wants  no 
elucidation  to  imprefs  it  on  a  mind  fufceptible  of  thofe 
reflexions  which  mufl  agitate  every  friend  to  the  human 
race9  whatever  nation  he  may  belong  to9  or  whatever 
party  he  may  efpoufe , 


I 


LORD  MALMSBURY’S 


r 


MISSION. 


THE  Englifh  Government  wifning  to  open  a  negoti¬ 
ation  for  peace  with  the  French  Republic,  defired 
a  paffport  from  the  Dire&ory  for  a  perfon  to  proceed 
to  Paris  for  the  purpofe  of  making  propofals  for  peace. 
This  overture  was  made  through  the  medium  of  Count 
Jarlfberg,  the  Danifh  Minifter. 


[No.  i.)  '  - 

Downing-flreet,  Sept.  6,  1796. 


SIR, 


In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  King  my  matter,  I 
have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  inclofed  note, 
and  to  requeft  of  you  that  you  will  forward  it  to  his 
Danifh  Majefty’s  Minifter  at  Paris,  to  be  by  him  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Executive  Dire£tory. 

The  fentiments  of  your  Court  are  too  well  known  to 
the  King  to  admit  of  his  Majefty’s  entertaining  any 
)  doubt  of  the  fatisfa&ion  with  which  his  Danifh  Majefty 
will  fee  the  intervention  of  his  Minifters  employed  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  or  of  the  earneftnefs  with  which  you. 
Sir,  will  concur  in  a  meafure  that  has  for  its  objeft  the 
re-eftablifhment  of  peace. 

3  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  mo  ft  perfeft  confi- 
deration,  Sir,  your  mcft  humble,  and  molt  obedient 
fervant, 

~  .  r  * 

GRENVILLE. 

To  the  Count  Wedel  Jarlfberg . 
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(  AT0.  2.) 

>  -  <  ■'  ~K  ’  ' 

H  is  Britannic  Majefty,  animated. with  the  fame  defife> 
which  he  has  already  manifefted,  to  terminate,  by  juft* 
honourable,  and  permanent  conditions  of  peace,  a  war 
which  has  extended  itfelf  through  all  parfs  of  the  world* 
is  willing  to  omit  nothing  on  his  part  which  may  contri¬ 
bute  to  this  objefl. 

It  is  with  this  view  that  he  has  thought  it  proper  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  confidential  intervention  of  the 
Minifters  of  a  neutral  power,  to  demand  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Directory  paftports  for  a  perfon  of  confidence  whom 
his  Majefty  would  fend  to  Paris  with  a  commiflion  to 
difcufs,  with  the  Government  there,  all  the  means  mQlt 
proper  to  produce  fo  defirable  an  end. 

And  his  Majefty  is  perfuaded  that  he  fhall  receive* 
without  delay,  through  the  fame  channel,  a  fatisfa&ory 
anfwer  to  this  demand,  which  cannot  fail  to  place,  in  a 
ftill  clearer  light,  the  juft  and  pacific  difpofitions  which 
be  entertains  in  common  with  his  allies. 

,  '  GRENVILLE* 

W eitminfter,  Sept.  6,  1796-. 


(No.  3.) 


MY  LORD, 

1  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that 
the  note  addreffed  to  the  Executive  Dire&ory  of  France* 
in  date  of  the  6th  of  the  prefent  month,  was  tranfmitted 
by  Mr.  Koeneman,  Charge  d’Affairs  of  his  Danifh  Ma¬ 
jefty,  to  Mr.  Delacroix,.  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
at  Paris,'  who  promifed  that  an  anfwer  fhould  be  returned 
to  it  after  it  had  been  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  o£ 
the  Government.  Three  days  having  elapfed  in  expec¬ 
tation  of  this  anfwer*  Mr*.  Koeneman  went  a  fecond  time? 
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to  the  Minifter  above-mentioned,  who  gave  him  to 
underfland,  that  the  Executive  Dire&ory  had  not  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  return  an  anfwer  in  writing,  but  that  he 
was  directed  to  exprefs  himfelf  verbally  to  this  effect: 

“  That  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  would  not,  for  the  future,  receive  or  anfwer  any 
overtures  or  confidential  papers  tranfmitted  through  any 
intermediate  channel  from  the  enemies  of  the  Republic; 
but  that  if  they  would  fend  perfons  furnifhed  with  full 
powers  and  official  papers,  thefe  might,  upon  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  demand  the  paffports  neceffary  for  proceeding  to 
Paris.”  .  '  -  •  . 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  moft  perfeH  refpe6l3 
my  Lord,  your  Excellency’s  moft  humble  and  moft 
obedient  fervant, 

(Signed)  COUNT  DE  WEDEL  JARLSBERG. 

London,  Sept.  23,  1796. 

(No.  4.)  /:  - 

Paris,  Sept.  19,  1796. 

SIR, 

I  was  indifpofed  at  my  country -houfe  when  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  s  courier  brought  me  the  letters  which  your 
Excellency  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  on  the 
7th  inftant,  together  with  the  note  of  Lord  Grenville 
enclofed  therein.  I  fet  off  for  Paris  on  the  following 
day,  where,  after  demanding  an  audience  of  Citizen 
Delacroix,  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  I  prefented  the 
note  above-mentioned,  accompanied  by  another  in  my 
own  name,  in  which  I  explained  the  motives  that  had 
induced  me  to  undertake  a  meafure  for  which  I  had  no 
authority  from  my  Court.  He  promifed  to  fubmit  the 
two  notes  to  the  infpeblion  of  the  Government,  and  to 
return  me  an  anfwer  immediately*  Having  waited  for 
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three  days  without  receiving  an  anfwer,  I  went  a  feeoncf 
time  to  wait  upon  the  Minifter,  who,  in  a  very  dry  tone* 
informed  me,  that  the  Executive  DireBory  had  not  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  return  an  anfwer  in  writing,  but  that  he 
was  direBed  to  exprefs  himfelf  verbally  to  this  effeB:  s 

46  That  the  Executive  DireBory  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  would  not,  for  the  future,  receive  or  anfwer  any 
confidential  overtures  or  papers  tranfmitted  through  any 
intermediate  channel  from  thk  enemies  of  the  Republic; 
but  that  if  they  would  fend  perfons  furnifhed  with  full 
powers  and  official  papers,  thefe  might,  upon  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  demand  the  paffports  neceffary  for  proceeding  to 
Paris.” 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  refult  of  a  meafure  which  I  have 
taken  at  your  requeft.  I  wifh,  for  the  fake  of  humanity, 
that  we  may  meet  with  better  fuccefs  at  fome  future 
period;  but  I  fear  that  this  period  is  Hill  at*  a  great 
diftance. 

KOENEMAN* 

To  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Wedel  JarlJberg . 


Accordingly  the  Englifh  Minifiers  followed  the  line 
of  conduB  pointed  out  by  the  DireBory,  and  fent  the 
following  note,  by  the  Princefs  Augufla  cartel,.  John 
Radcliff*  commander,  to  Boulogne;, 

[No.  5.) 

In  demanding  of  the  Executive  DireBory  of  the* 
French  Republic,  through  the  intervention  of  the  Mi¬ 
nifies  of  a  neutral  power,  a  paffport  for  a  confidential 
perfon  to  be  fent  to  Paris,  the  Court  of  London  accom¬ 
panied  this  demand  with  the  exprefs  declaration,  that 
this  perfon  fhould  be  commiffioned  to  difcufs  with  the 
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Government  all  the  means  moft  proper  for  conducing 
to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace. 

The  King,  perfevering  in  the  fame  fentiments,  which 
he  has  already  fo  unequivocally  declared,  will  not  leave 
•  to  his  enemies  the  fmalleft  pretext  tor  eluding  a  difcuf- 
fion,  the  refult  of  which  will  neceffarily  ferve  either  to 
produce  the  happinefs  of  fo  many  nations,  or  at  lead  to 
render  evident  the  views  and  difpofitions  of  thofe  who 
oppofe  themfelves  to  it. 

It  is  therefore  in  purfuance  of  thefe  fentiments,  that 
the  underfigned  is  charged  to  declare,  thatasfoon  as  the 
Executive  Directory  fha.ll  think  proper  to  tranfmit  to 
the  underfigned  the  neceffary  paffports  (of  which  he,  by 
this  note^  renews  the  demand  already  made)  his  Britannic 
Majefty  will  fend  to  Paris  a  perfon  furniffiea  with  full 
powers,  and  official  inftru&ions,  to  negotiate  with  the 
Executive  Directory  on  the  means  of  terminating  the 
prefent  war,  by  a  pacification  juft,  honourable,  and 
folid,  calculated  to  reftore  repofe  to  Europe,  and  to  en- 
fure,  for  the  time  to  come,  the  general  tranquillity. 

(Signed)’;'  GRENVILLE. 

Weftminfter,  Sept.  27,  1796. 

To  the  Minijier  for  Foreign  Affairs ,  at  Paris . 


(No.  6.) 

y 

I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  Lord  Grenville  a 
copy  of  the  Decree  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory  of  the 
French  Republic,  in  anfwer  to  his  note  of  the  27th 
September,  1796  (O.  S.) 

He  will  there  fee  a  proof  of  the  earned  defire  of  the 
French  Government  to  profit  of  the  overture  that  is 
made  to  them,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  lead  to  peace  with 
the  Government  of  England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  to  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
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*  __ 

the  paffports  required  for  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary, 
whom  his  Britannic  Majefty  propofes  to  name  to  treat; 
and  I  requeft  Lord  Grenville  to  accept  the  affurance  of 
my  per  foil  al  wifhes  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  negotiation,  as 
well  as  of  my  moil  perfect  confideration. 

(Signed)  CH.  DELACROIX, 

Paris,  1 1  Vendemiaire,  5th  year  of  the  French  Republic. 


(No.  7.) 

ExtraU  from  the  Regijler  of  the  Decree  of  the 

Executive  Directory. 

The  9th  Vendemiaire,  5th  year  of  the  French  Republic, 

one  and  indivifible. 

The  Executive  Direftory,  upon  confideration  of  the 
note  addreffed  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  by 
Lord  Grenville,  dated  Weftminfter,  September  27,  1796, 
wifhing  to  give  a  proof  of  the  defire  which  it  entertains 
to  make  peace  with  England,  decrees  as  follows: 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  is  charged  to  deliver 
the  neceffary  paffports  to  the  Envoy  of  England,  who 
lliall  be  furnifhed  with  full  powers,  not  only  for  prepar¬ 
ing  and  negotiating  the  peace  between  the  French  Re¬ 
public  and  that  power,  but  for  concluding  it  definitively 
between  them. 

True  copy. 

(Signed)  L.  M.  REVELIERE  LEPEAUX,  President. 

By  the  Executive  Directory. 

For  the  Secretary  General, 

(Signed)  *  LE  TOURNEUR. 

Certified  true  copy. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

A  CH.  DELACROIX. 

By  the  Minifter, 

J.  GUIRAUDET,  Sec.  Gen. 


« 
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The  Directory ,  <m  account  of  the  note  (No.  5.)  pullijhed 

the  following: 

An  official  note,  dated  from  Weftminfter,  the  27th  of 
September,  1796,  remitted  the  4th  of  Oflober,  to  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  by  him  preferred  to 
the  Dire&ory,  defires  paffports  for  an  Envoy  from  the 
Britiffi  Cabinet,  who  is  to  come  to  France  to  make  over¬ 
tures  of  peace.  The  Executive  Directory  forthwith 
made  a  decree,  charging  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs 
to  deliver  the  paffports  defired  to  the  Envoy  of  England* 
who  Jhall  be  invefed  with  full  powers ,  not  only  to  propofe 
and  negotiate  a  peace  between  the  French  Republic  and 
Great-Britain ,  but  to  conclude  it  definitively  between  the 
two  powers .  If,  then,  the  Englifli  Government  is  fincere^ 
if  this  proceeding,  like  all  thofe  fhe  has  made  up  to  this 
time  upon  this  point,  does  not  tend  merely  to  make  the 
world  believe  that  fhe  carries  on  the  war  unwillingly, 
and  that  it  is  made  in  order  to  have  the  pretext  to  require 
fupplies  which  the  Englifli  people  fees  them  fpend  with 

regret;  if  this  Government  abjures  unjuft  hatred,  if  fhe 

« 

opens  her  ear  to  the  voice  of  humanity,  if  flie  yields  to 
the  wifti  of  the  nation,  whofe  interefts  and  welfare  are  > 
entrufted  to  her  care,  the  peace  will  experience  neither 
delay  nor  obftacle* 

The following  Note  was  publifhed  by  the  Executive  Directory , 
in  conference  of  the  rumours  circulated  at  Paris  of  an 
Envoy  having  been  fent  by  the  Britijh  Cabinet  with  pro - 
pofals  of  peace  to  the  Directory  : 

Different  Journals  have  afferted  that  an  Englifli  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  has  arrived  in  Paris,  and  has  prefented 
himfelf  to  the  Directory,  but  that  his  propofttions  not 
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I 

appearing  fatisfadory,  he  has  received  orders  to  quit 
France  inftantly.  All  thefe  affertions  are  equally  falfe. 

The  ftatements  made  in  the  Englifh  papers  of  a  Mi- 
nifler  to  be  fent  to  Paris  to  treat  for  Peace,  bring  to  our 
recolledion  the  overtures  of  M.  Wickham  to  the  Ara- 
baffador  of  the  Republic  at  Bade,  and  the  reports  cir¬ 
culated,  relative  to  Mr.  Hammond's  million  to  the  Court 
of  Pruffia.  We  have  not  forgotten  the  infignificant,  or 
rather  cunning  duplicity  and  punic  ftyle  of  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham's  note. 

According  to  the  partizans  of  the  Englifh  Minifter,  it 
was  at  Paris  that  Mr.  Hammond  was  to  go  to  propofe 
peace;  when  his  deflination  was  publiihed,  and  it  was 
known  that  he  was  gone  to  Pruffia,  the  fame  perfons  re¬ 
peated  that  it  was  to  haften  peace,  and  yet  the  well-known 
objed  of  that  negotiation  was  to  prevail  on  Pruflia  to 
violate  the  treaties  with  the  Republic,  and  to  enter  again 
into  the  coalition. 

The  Court  of  Berlin,  faithful  to  its  engagements,  has 
rejeded  thefe  perfidious  propofitions.  But  in  making 
of  this  intrigue,  a  million  of  peace,  the  Englifh  Minifter 
joined  to  the  hope  of  creating  a  new  enemy  to  France, 
that  of  juftifying  a  continuation  of  the  war  to  the  eyes 
of  the  Englifh  Nation,  and  of  throwing  all  the  odium  of 
it  on  the  French  Government.  Such  was  alfo  the  objed 
of  M.  Wickham’s  note.  Such  is  alfo  that  of  the  affer- 
tions  made  at  this  time  in  the  Englifh  papers. 

This  objed  will  appear  evident,  if  we  confider  how 
difficult  it  is,  that  the  ambitious  Government  of  England 
fhould  wifh  fincerely  for  a  peace,  which  will  deprive  her 
of  her  maritime  preponderance;  re-eftablifh  the  liberty  of 
the  feas;  afford  a  fpring  and  refources  to  the  Spanifh, 
Dutch,  and  French  marines;  and  will  carry  to  the  greateft 
degree  of  profperity,  the  induftry  and  the  commerce  of 
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France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  nations  in  which  fhe  has 
always  found  rivals  and  enemies  of  her  own  whenever 

4 

they  have  become  weary  of  being  her  dupes.  But  we 
fhall  ceafe.  to  give  credit  to  the  pacific  intentions  of  the 
Englifh  Minifter,  when  we  know  that  his  gold  and  his 
intrigues,  that  his  fecret  and  open  infinuations  attach  . 
more  than  ever  to  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna,  and  are  one 
of  the  principal  obftacles  to  negotiations  into  which  that 
Cabinet  would  have  been  led  by  itfelf,  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  a  peace. 

Finally,  we  fhall  ceafe  to  give  credit,  when  wacanfi- 
der  the  moment  at  which  the  report  of  thefe  overtures  is 
circulated. 

The  Englifh  nation  fupports  with  impatience  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war,  it  is  neceffary  to  anfwer  its  com¬ 
plaints  and  its  reproaches.  The  Parliament  is  about  to 
open  its  feffion;  it  is  neceffary  to  clofe  the  mouths  of 
thofe  fpeakers  who  may  fpeak  againfl  the  war;  it  is  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  juftify  the  demand  of  new  taxes;  and  for  ob¬ 
taining  all  thofe  ends,  it  is  neceffary  to  be  able  to  ad¬ 
vance,  that  the  French  Government  refufes  all  propor¬ 
tions  of  a  reafonable  peace.* 


The  following  is  taken  from  the  Ami  des  Loix,  avowedly 
conduced  by  the  Reprefentative  Poultier,  October  3. 

England  fpeculates  upon  a  peace,  it  is  neceffary  and 
indifpenfable  to  her  commerce.  France  defires,  and 
Europe  demands  a  peace.  It  remains  for  us  to  fecond 
thefe  general  difpofitions. 

Let  us  give  peace  to  Germany  and  to  Italy.  But  let  us 

*  The  above  note  refers  obvioufly  only  to  the  firft  communication 
made  by  the  Englifri  Government  through  the  Danilh  Miniiter. 
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not  treat  with  England  bift  under  the  exprefs  ftipulation 
that  fhe  fhall  reftore  all  that  has  been  transferred  to  her 
by  treafon  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war.. 

The  ambition  of  the  Britifh  Government  is  to  obtain 
an  exclufive  commerce  and  an  univerfai  monopoly.  Its 
policy  is  lefs  to  achieve  the  conqueft  of  territory  than 
to  polfefs  itfelf  of  thofe  military  points  which  infure  the 
empire  of  the  fleas.  This  object  has  been  obtained  by 
the  conquefts  of  the  iflands  of  Corfica  and  the  Elbe,  to 
which  that  of  Malta  may  fhortly  be  added.  It  has  been 
aided  by  the  taking  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Martinico, 
and  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo. 

But  almoft  the  whole  of  the  latter  colony,  with  the 
jflands  of  Guadaloupe  and  St.  Lucia,  have  returned 
to  the  dominion  of  the  French,  by  the  freedom  which 
we  have  given  to  the  Blacks. — This  terrible  weapon 
in  our  hands  threatens  the  whole  of  the  Englifh  Weft 
India  iflandwS.  If  Mr.  Pitt  chufes,  therefore,  to  preferve 
Jamaica  and  the  Windward  iflands,  he  muft  fue  on  his 
knees  for  a  peace,  or  he  will  fhortly  be  without  a  foot 
of  land  in  that  Archipelago.  His  fleets,  his  treafures,  and 
his  mercenaries  will  avail  him  nothing  againft  an  enemy 
who  has  no  occafion  for  fleets  or  foldiers,  and  who  have 
»ot  to  encounter  with  a  deftruHive  climate. 

Our  influence  in  the  new  world  is  decided  by  the  de¬ 
claration  of  rights;  to  preferve  our  own,  England  muft 
have  a  peace;  fhe  cannot  hefltate,  therefore,  to  reftore 
Martinico  and  Tobago,  on  our  reftoring  what  we  have 
conquered  in  that  quarter. 

In  India  the  advantages  obtained  by  England  are  in- 
\raluable.  Mafters  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  Cey¬ 
lon,  of  Trincomale,  and  Batavia,  they  poflefs,  in  faH, 
all  the  European  eftabliiliments  on  the  continent  of  Alia* 


It 
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Nothing  remains  to  us  but  the  Ifles  of  France  and 
Reunion. 

It  muft  be  allowed  that  fuch  fucceffes  have  greatly 

*  (  *  *  L  '  *  *  v 

raifed  the  Britifh  pride;  but  when  it  is  confidered  that 
they  cannot  profit  even  of  their  ancient  poffefiions  in 
India  but  through  a  peace,  and  that  the  maintenance  of 
their  military  marine  would  alone  abforb  all  the  profits 
of  their  commerce,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Cabinet  of  St.  James's  will  make  every  facrifice  to  treat 
with  the  French  Republic. 

The  conditions  are  fimple.  Tney  confift  of  the  refh- 
tution  of  all  the  conquefts  which  they  have  made  from 
Holland  and  from  France,  with  the  reftoration  ot  Gib¬ 
raltar  to  Spain.  Without  thefe  we  will  go  to  conquer 
the  Englifh  in  London. 


Lord  Malmfbury*  was  chofen  Ambafiador  from  this 
country  to  the  Republic  of  France. 

Perhaps  there  never  was  entrufted  to  any  human  be¬ 
ing  a  negotiation  more  difficult  and  delicate  in  its  nature, 
and  requiring  more  abilities  and  caution  in  the  conduH 
of  it,  than  that  which  was  entered  into  with  the  French 
Republic.  In  former  negotiations  little  elfe  was  to  be 
adjufted  beyond  the  claims  of  the  contending  powers  to 
territorial  poffefiions;  the  parties  at  war  were  not  atlu- 

*  Lord  Malmfbury  is  Ton  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  author  of  the  celebrated 
work  called  “  Hermes,”  who,  about  thirty  years  ago,  was  one  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  afterwards  a  Lord  of  theTreafury.  His  Lordfhip, 
who  is  juft  fifty  years  old,  was,  in  1768,  appointed  Secretary  to  the  em- 
baffy  to  Spain.  He  was  afterwards  made  Miniiter  at  BrufTels;  and,  in 
1772,  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  Berlin.  In  1776  he  went  in  th?f  fame  cha¬ 
racter  to  Peterlburgh;  and,  in  1784,  he  was  made  Ambafiador  to  the 
Hague. 
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ated  by  very  violent  prejudices,  or  agitated  by  very  ' 
deep  refentments.  7 

Materially  different,  however,  is  the  prefent  cafe;  in 
this  war  it  is  not  two  nations  that  are  engaged  in  a  con- 
teft  about  fome  petty  fifhery,  fome  navigation  of  an  un-  c 
produQive  river,  or  the  exclufive  poffeffion  of  fome 
’blafted  heath.  Of  this  war  the  complexion  and  cha- 
raaer  have  been  more  deadly  and  fatal;  old  prepoffef 
fions  have  been  fet  againft  new  fyftems;  prejudices  have 
been  oppoled  to  principles;  tTie  privileged  have  been 
contending  with  the  unprivileged;  the  mind  of  man  has 
been  goaded,  and  irritated,  and  inflamed  beyond  all 
former  example;  and  all  the  paffions  of  the  human  heart 
have  been  let  loofe  to  render  the  conteft  more  remorfe- 
lefs,  and  to  rage  without  conflraint  or  controul.  To  heal 

fuch  wounds  requires  the  niceft  hand,  and  the  moll  con¬ 
summate  fkill.  1 


(No.  7.*)  .  / 

Lord  Malmfbury,  who  is  appointed  by  the  Kin<r  to 
treat  with  the  French  Government  for  a  juft  and  equit¬ 
able  peace,  and  calculated  to  reftore  repofe  to  Europe, 
and  to  enfure  the  public  tranquillity  for  the  time  to’ 

come,  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  this  letter  from 
nie  to  M.  Delacroix. 

Ihe  diftingui fhed  rank  and  merit  of  the  Minifter  of 
whom  his  Majefty  has  made  choice  on  this  occafion, 
makes  it  unneceflary  for  me  to  fay  any  thing  in  his  re¬ 
commendation;  at  thy  fame  time  that  it  furnifhes  a  frefh 
proof  of  the  defire  of  his  Majefty  to  contribute  to  the 

uccefs  of  this  negotiation;  for  which  objeft  I  entertain 
toe  moft  ianguinc  wiftes.  1 
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*3 

Monfieur  Delacroix  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  accept 
from  me  the  aflurance  of  my  moft  perfect  confideration. 

(Signed)  GRENVILLE. 

Weltminder,  October  13,  1796. 

To  the  Minijier  for  Foreign  Affairs ,  at  Paris . 


(No.  8.) 


Lord  Malmfbury,  named  by  his  Britannic  Majefty  as 
his  Plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Republic,  has  the 
honour  to  announce  by  his  Secretary,  to  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  his  arrival  at  Paris;  and  to  requefl 
of  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  fo  good  as  to  appoint  the 
hour  at  which  he  may  wait  upon  him,  for  the  purpofe  of 
communicating  to  him  the  obje£t  of  his  million. 

j 

Paris,  October  22,  1796. 

To  the  Minijier  for  Foreign  Affairs * 

■  ^  *  *  i  ?  |  .  ,  t  ij  l  ,  I  *•  4.-«  >  '  *  .  '  *  *  j 

1 

Xord  Malmfbury ’s  entrance  into  Paris  was  very* 
brilliant.  About  ten  miles  from  the  city  he  was  met 
by  a  crowd  of  people,  many  of  whom  were  the 
ever-a£live  fifh-women,  who  received  him  with  the 
loudeft  acclamations,  furrounding  the  carriage,  and 
taking  every  means  to  teftify  their  joy.  As  they  ap¬ 
proached  the  environs  of  Paris  the  crowd  prodigioufly 
increafed.  The  Poiffardes  entered  Lord  Malmfbury ’s 
carriage  and  overwhelmed  him  with  their  careffes;  and 
the  mob  were  about  to  take  off  the  horfes  and  draw  him 
in  triumph  into  the  city,  an  honour  which  his  Lordfhip 
was  anxious  to  decline;  he  therefore  threw  fome  hand¬ 
fuls  of  money*  amongfl  the  crowd,  which,  drawing  all 

/ 

*  Great  quantities  of  Louis-d’ors  were  bought  up  in  London  for  Leri 
Malmfbury’s  embafiy. 
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their  attention,  he  was  permitted  to  reach  the  place  of 
his  deftination  without  further  interruption,  but  hill  at¬ 
tended  by  an  immenfe  applauding  multitude. 

Lord  Malmfbury ’s  introduction  to  the  DireClory  was 
preceded  by  a  note,  publiflied  by  the  Government  in 
their  official  journal,  in  which  they  fay,  that  u  if  the 
fincerity  of  the  pacific  views  manifefted  by  the  Englifh 
Government  in  thefe  circumflances,  anfwers  to  the  con- 
jeChires  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  cclal  of  the  embaffy, 
that  nothing  will  prevent  a  fpeedy  peace.  The  wifli 
of  the  French  Government  was  known;  they  never 
negleCled  any  occafion  to  treat  for  peace  with  all  thofe 
powers  which  have  been  difpofed  to  peace;  they  have 
feje&ed  no  propofitions  that  have  been  made  when  they 
accorded  with  the  dignity  and  rights  of  the  Republic; 
and  the  lafl  treaty,  concluded  with  Naples,  ought  to  leave 
no  doubt  with  refpeCt  to  their  principles  of  juftice  and 
moderation.” 


(No.  g.) 


The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  leajrns  with  fatisfac- 
tion  the  arrival  of  Lord  Malmfbury,  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty.  He  will  have  the  honour  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
or  at  any  later  hour  that  may  fuit  him,  till  two  o’clock. 
He  hopes  Lord  Malmfbury  will  forgive  him  for  thus- 
limiting  the  time,  on  account  of  the  nature  and  the  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  his  occupations.  ; 

ift  Brumaire,  An.  5,  (Oft.  22,  1796) 

To  Lord  Mahnjbury ,  Minifler  Plenipotentiary 
from  his  Britannic  Majefly ,  to  the  French 
Republic ;  at  Paris ♦ 


j[  No.  10.) 

Lord  Malm  (bury  has  the  honour  to  thank  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs  for  the  obliging  anfwer  which  he  has 
juft  received  from  him. 

He  accepts  with  pleafure  the  fir  ft  moment  propofed, 
and  will  wait  upon  him  to-morrow  morning,  at  eleven 
o’clock  precifely. 

Paris,  Ocl<  22. 

V 

To  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs* 


(No.  11.) 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  the  honour  to 
apprife  Lord  Malmfbury,  Commiffioner  Plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  that  he  has  received  from  the 
Executive  Directory  the  neceflary  powers  for  negotiat¬ 
ing  and  concluding  peace  between  the  Republic  and  his 
Majefty. 

To-morrow,  if  Lord  Malmfbury  pleafes,  the  refpec- 

tive  powers  fhall  be  exchanged.  The  Minifter  for  Fo- 

■ 

reign  Affairs  will  then  be  ready  to  receive  the  propofi- 
tions. which  Lord  Malmfbury  is  commiffioned  to  make  to 
the  Republic  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  requefts  Lord 
Malmfbury  to. accept  the  affurances  of  his  high  cohfi- 
deration. 

(Signed)  CH.  DELACROIX. 

Z  Brumaire,  An.  5,  (0£t.  23,  1796) 


(No.  12.) 

Lord  Malmfbury  has  the  honour  to  prefent  his  ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  for 
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the  communication  which  he  has  juft  made  to  him,  and 
he  will  have  the  honour  to  wait  upon  him  to-morrow  at 
the  hour  which  he  fhall  have  the  goodnefs  to  appoint,  to 
receive  the  copy  of  the  full  powers  with  which  he  is  fiir- 
niftied  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory;  and  as 
foon  as  they  fhall  have  been  exchanged,  he  will  be 
ready  to  commence  the  negotiation  with  which  he  is 
charged. 

•  % 

He  requefts  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  accept 

the  affurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  MALMSBURY. 

Paris,  Oft.  23,  1796, 


(N°- 13-)  ;  V 

Extract  from  the  Regijler  of  the  Decrees  of  the  Executive 

Directory. 

2  Brumaire  (23  Od.)  5  th  year  of  the  French  Republic* 

one  and  indivifible. 

The  Executive  Directory,  after  having  heard  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

The  Citizen  Charles  Delacroix,  Minifter  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  is  charged  to  negotiate  with  Lord  Malmfbury, 
Commiflioner  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
furnifhed  with  full  powers  to  prepare  and  negotiate  peace 
between  the  French  Republic  and  that  Power,  and  to 
conclude  it  definitively  between  them.  The  Direflory 
gives  to  the  faid  Minifter  all  powers  neceffary  for  con¬ 
cluding  and  figning  the  faid  treaty  of  peace  to  take 
place  between  the  Republic  and  his  Britannic  Majefty. 
He  fhall  conform  himfelf  to  the  inftru&ions  which  fhall 

1 

be  given  him.  He  fhall  render  a  regular  account,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  progrefs  and  of  the  iffue  of  the 
negotiations. 
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The  prefent  decree  fhall  not  be  printed  at  this 

time*  -  ' 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Signed)  L.  M.  REVELIERE  LEPEAUX,  President. 

By  the  Executive  Directory. 

*  •  *  *  *  *  '  ^  ♦  J  *  w  <  •  # 

The  Secretary  General, 

(Signed) 

Copy. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

(Signed) 

By  the  Minifter,  ? 

£L.  S.)  J.  GUIRAUDET,  Sec.  G*% 


LA  GARDE. 


CH.  DELACROIX. 


r 

i  ii  i. 


On  the  24th  Lord  Malmfbury  prefented  his  Creden¬ 
tials  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  tranflation:  ( The  orginal  are  in  Latin.)  * 

<{  GEORGE  REX.  :  O 

C{  George,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,*  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  See.  to  all 
to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come,  greeting — Seeing  that 
the  flame  of  war  has  for  a  long  time  raged  in  different 
parts  of  the  globe;  deeply  occupied  with  the  projeft  of 
terminating  fo  many  quarrels  and  diffentions,  of  reftoring 
and  confolidating  the  public  tranquillity ;  refolved  for  this 
purpofe  to  chufe  a  man  capable  of  a  negotiation  of  this 
importance,  and  to  invert  him  with  full  authority  to  com¬ 
plete  fo  great  a  work,  be  it  known,  that  the  fidelity,  ta¬ 
lents,  genius,  perfpicuity,  and  experience  of  our  faithful 
and  dear  Counfellor  James  Baron  Malmfbury,  Knight 
of  the  Moft  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  infpiring  us 


*  Alluding  to  the  above  credentials,  a  Paris  paper  contains  a  pleafant 
remark  upon  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  who  is  ftyled  in  them  King  of 
F ranee,  fending  a  folemn  deputation  to  his fubjefts ,  the  French  Republicans! 

e 

W 


with  full  confidence,  we  have  named  him,  and  he  is  ap¬ 
pointed  and  conftituted  our  true,  certain,  and  accredited 
CommifTary  and  Plenipotentiary,  giving  and  conceding 
him,  in  all  refpefts ,full  and  entire  power,  faculty,  and  au-* 
thority;  charging  him  befides  with  our  general  and  fpe- 
cial  orders  to  confer  on  our  part,  and  in  our  name,  with 
the  Minifter  or  Minifters,  Commiffioners,  and  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  French  Republic,  fufficiently  invefted 
with  equal  authority,  as  well  with  the  Minifters,  Com- 
miflioners,  or  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  other  Princes  and 
States  who  may  take  part  in  the  prefent  negotiation,  alfo 
invefted  with  the  fame  authority;  to  treat  either  fepa- 
rately  or  together;  to  confer  upon  the  means  of  eftablifh- 
ing  a  folid  and  durable  peace,  amity,  and  fincere  con- 

r  *  • 

•cord,  and  to  adopt  ail  refolutions  and  conclufions;  to 
fign  for  us,  and  in  our  name,  all  the  faid  conventions  or 
conclufions;  to  make,  in  confequence,  every  treaty  or 
treaties,  and  all  other  a 61s  as  he  fhall  judge  neceffary;  to 
deliver  and  receive  mutually,  all  other  objefts  relative 
to  the  fortunate  execution  of  the  above-meUtioned  work; 
to  tranfaft  with  the  fame  force  and  with  the  fame  effeft, 
as  we  fhould  be  able  to  do  if  we  affifted  in  perfon;  gua- 
ranteeing,  and  on  our  royal  word  promifing,  that  all  and 
each  of  the  tranfaflions  and  conclufions  which  fhall  be 
made  and  determined  by  our  faid  Plenipotentiary,  fliafl 
be  made  and  agreed  upon,  ratified,  accepted,  and  adopted 
with  the  beft  faith;  that  we  fhall  never  fuffer  any  one, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  infringe  and  aft  contrary 
to  them;  and  in  order  to  give  to  every  thing  more  fecu- 
rity  and  force,  we  have  figned  the  prefent  with  our  Royal 
Hand,  and  affixed  to  it  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain* 
u  Given  in  our  Palace  at  St.  James’s,  13th  Oftobes, 
^  year  of  grace  1796,  and  of  our  reign  the  37th.” 
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*9 


The  negotiation  had  feared y  commenced  between 
Lord  Malmfbury  and  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs 
when  they  were  fufpended.  In  the  firfl  conference  it 
-was  demanded  of  the  Englifh  Negotiator,  if  he  was  fur- 
nifhed  with  powers  and  inftructions  from  the  other  bel¬ 
ligerent  powers  to  ftipulate  in  their  name  ?  He  anfwered. 
No;  but  he  added,  that  when  the  Directory  (hall  have 
explained  themfelves  on  the  principle  laid  down  in  his 
Memorial,  he  would  difpatch  couriers  to  give  an  account 
to  the  different  Courts  of  the  flate  of  the  negotiation,  and 
to  receive  their  orders.  It  was  then  afked  the  Arhbaffa- 
dor,  if  he  could  not  at  leaf!  fpecify  the  principle  of  re- 
troceffions  which  concern  the  French  Republic  and 
Great-Britain  ?  He  anfwered,  that  after  the  Dire&ory 
Ihouldhave  explained  itfelf,  he  would  expedite  couriers; 
and  likewife  requeft  inftruQions  on  this  point, 


(No.  14.) 


Memorial  delivered  to  the  Minijler  of  the  French  Republic 
for  Foreign  Affair 5,  by  Lord  Malmfbury . 

His  Britannic  Majefly  defiring,  as  he  has  already  de¬ 
clared,  to  contribute,  as  far  as  depends  on  himfelf,  to 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  public  tranquillity,  and  to 
enfure,  by  the  means  of  juft,  honourable,  and  folid  con¬ 
ditions  of  peace,  the  future  repofe  of  Europe;  his  Ma- 
jefty  is  of  opinion,  that  the  beft  means  of  obtaining,  with 
all  poffible  expedition,  that  faiutary  end,  will  be  to 
agree,  at  the  beginning  of  the  negotiation,  on  the  general 
principle  which  fhall  ferve  as  a  bafts  for  the  definitive 
arrangements. 

The  firft  obje£t  of  the  negotiation  for  peace  generally 
relates  to  the  reftitutions  and  ceflions  which  the  refpec- 

c  2 
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tive  parties  have  mutually  to  demand,  in  confequen£€ 
of  the  events  of  the  war. 

Great-Britain,  after  the  uninterrupted  fuccefs  of  her 
naval  war,  finds  herfelf  in  a  fituation  to  have  no  reftitu- 
tion  to  demand  of  France,  from  which,  on  the  contrary, 
file  has  taken  eftablifhments  and  colonies  of  the  higheft 
importance,  and  of  a  value  almofi  incalculable. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  France  has  made,  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe,  conquefts,  to  the  which  his  Majefty 
can  be  the  lefs  indifferent  as  the  molt  important  interefts 
of  his  people,  and  the  moft  facred  engagements  of  his 
crown,  are  effentially  implicated  therein. 

The  magnanimity  of  the  King,  his  inviolable  good 
faith,  and  his  defire  to  reftore  repofe  to  fo  many  nations, 
lead  him,  in  this  fituation  of  affairs,  to  confider  the 
means  of  procuring  terms  of  peace  juft  and  equitable 
for  all  the  belligerent  powers,  and  calculated  to  infure 
in  future  the  general  tranquillity. 

It  is  on  this  footing,  then,  that  he  propofes  to  nego¬ 
tiate,  by  offering  to  compenfate  France,  by  proportion- 
able  reftitutions,  for  thofe  arrangements  to  which  fhe 
will  be  called  upon  to  confent,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  j  uft 
demands  of  the  King’s  allies,  and  to  preferve  the  poli¬ 
tical  balance  of  Europe. 

Having  made  this  firft  overture,  his  Majefty  will,  in 
the  fequel,  explain  himfelf  in  a  more  extenfive  manner, 
on  the  application  of  this  principle  to  the  different  obje&s 
which  may  be  difcuffed  between  the  refpe&ive  parties. 

It  is  this  application  which  will  conftitute  the  fubjeft 
of  thofe  difcuffions  into  which  his  Majefty  has  autho¬ 
rized  his  Minifter  to  enter,  as  foon  as  the  principle  to 
be  adopted  as  the  general  bafis  of  the  negotiation  is 
known. 

But  his  Majefty  cannot  difpenfe  with  declaring,  that 
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if  this  generous  and  equitable  offer  fhall  not  be  accepted, 
or  if,  unfortunately,  the  difcuflions  which  may  enfue, 
may  fail  in  the  delired  effeH,  neither  this  general  propo¬ 
rtion,  nor  thofe  more  detailed  which  may  refult  from  it, 
fhall  be  regarded,  in  any  cafe,  as  points  agreed  upon  or 
recorded  by  his  Majefty. 

(Signed)  MALMSBURY, 

Minijler  Plenipotentiary  from 
his  Britannic  Majefly . 

Paris,  0&.  24,  1796- 


(No.  15.) 


Report  to  the  Directory  by  the  Minijler  for  Foreign  Affairs* 

4th  Brumaire  (0£l.  25.) 

The  Executive  Dire&ory  having  furnifhed  me  with 

full  powers  to  treat  for  peace  with  Great-Britain,  I  had 

t  \  \ 

yefterday  (%d  Brumaire)  my  firft  conference  with  Lord 
Malmfbury,  Plenipotentiary  Commiflioner  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty.  He  prefented  to  me  the  original  of  his 
powers,  fealed  with  the  feal  of  Great-Britain,  and  certi¬ 
fied  the  copy  which  he  had  before  prefented  to  me  un- 
figned;  and  which  I  had  laid  before  the  DireHory.  I 
reciprocally  exhibited  to  him  my  powers,  and  gave  him 
a  certified  copy.  It  was  agreed,  that  the  originals 
fhould  be  exchanged  upon  the  definitive  fettlement  of 
the  articles,  and  before  their  fignature. 

We  entered  into  difcuflion:  Lord  Malmfbury  pre¬ 
fented  to  me  the  Memorial  which  I  laid  before  the  Di¬ 
rectory.  I  obferved  to  him,  that  fpeaking  in  the  name 
of  the  allies  of  Great-Britain,  and  ftipulating  for  their 
interefts,  he  was,  doubtlefs,  furnifhed  with  their  powers 
and  inftru&ions.  He  anfwered  me,  that  he  was  not;  but 
that,  when  the  Directory  fhould  have  explained  itfelf 
upon  the  principle  laid  down  in  his  Memorial,  he  would 
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expedite  couriers,  to  give  to  the  different  courts  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  negotiations,  and  to  receive  their  orders. 
I  demanded  of  him  if  he  could  at  leafl  fpecify  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  conceffion  in  what  concerned  the  Republic  and 
the  Government  of  Great-Britain  ?  Ke  replied,  that  after 
the  Directory  fhould  have  explained  itfelf,  he  would 
fend  a  courier,  and  demand  inftrubtions  on  this  point. 
I  then  thought  it  my  duty  to  fay  to  Lord  Malmfbury, 
that  I  would  lay  his  Memorial  before  the  Dire&ory; 
that  I  would  take  its  orders,  and  impart  to  him  its 
anfwer. 

(Signed}  CFL  DELACROI*. 


(No.  1 6.) 


Extrati  from  the  Regijler  of  the  Deliberations  of  th$  < 

Executive  Diredory. 

Paris,  5th  Brumaire,  5th  year  of  the  Republic, 
one  and  indivifible. 

The  Executive  Directory  orders  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs  to  make  the  following  anfwer  to  Lord  ( 
Malmfbury : 

The  Executive  Directory  fee  with  pain,  that  at  the 
moment  when  they  had  reafon  to  hope  for  the  very 
fpeedy  return  of  peace  between  the  French  Republic 
and  his  Britannic  Majefly,  the  proportion  of  Lord 
Malmfbury  offers  nothing  but  dilatory,  or  very  diftant 
means  of  bringing  the  negotiation  to  a  conclufion. 

The  Dire6tory  obferve,  that  if  Lord  Malmfbury 
would  have  treated  feparately,'  as  he  was  formally  au¬ 
thor  ifed  by  the  tenour  of  his  credentials,  the  negotia¬ 
tions  might  have  been  confiderably  abridged:  that  the 
neceffity  of  balancing  with  the  interefts  of  the  two 
powers,  thofe  of  the  allies  of  Great-Britain,  multiplies 
the  combinations,  increafcs  the  difficulties,  tends  to  the 
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formation  of  a  Congrefs,  the  forms  of  which  it  is  known 
are  always  tardy,  and  requires  the  accefhon  of  powers 
which  hitherto  have  difplayed  no  defire  of  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  have  not  given  to  Lord  Malmfbury  himfelf, 
according  to  his  own  declaration,  any  power  to  ftipulate 
for  them. 

Thus,  without  prejudicing  the  intentions  of  Lord 
Malmfbury;  without  drawing  any  conclufion  from  the 
circumflance  of  his  declaration  not  appearing  to  accord 
with  his  credentials;  without  fuppofing  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  any  fecret  inftrubtions  which  would  deftroy  the 
effect  of  his  oflenfible  powers;  without  pretending,  in 
fhort,  to  affert,  that  the  Britifh  Government  had  a  double 
objeft;  to  prevent,  by  general  propofitions,  the  partial 
proportions  of  other  powers,  and  to  obtain  from  the 
people  of  England  the  means  of  continuing  the  war,  by 
throwing  upon  the  Republic  the  odium  of  a  delay  oc- 
cafioned  by  themfelves;  the  Executive  Directory  cam 
not  but  perceive,  that  the  proportion  of  Lord  Malmf¬ 
bury  is  nothing  more  than  a  renewal,  under  more 
amicable  forms,  of  the  propofitions  made  laft  year  by 
M.  Wickham,  and  that  it  prefents  but  a  diftant  hope  of 
peace. 

The  Executive  Directory  farther  obferve,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  principle  of  ceffion  advanced  by  Lord  Malmf¬ 
bury,  that  fuch  principle,  prefented  in  a  vague  and  ifo- 
lated  manner,  cannot  ferve  as  the  bafis  of  negotiation  ; 
that  the  firft  points  of  confideration  are,  the  common  ne- 
cefiity  of  a  juft  and  folid  peace,  the  political  equilibrium 
which  abfolute  ceflions  might  deftroy,  and  then  the 
means  which  the  belligerent  powers  may  poffefs ;  the  one 
to  retain  conquefts  made  at  a  time  when  it  was  fupported 
by  a  great  number  of  allies  now  detached  from  the  coa¬ 
lition  ;  and  the  other  to  recover  them  at  a  time  when 
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thofe  who  were  at  firft  its  enemies,  have,  almoft  allt 
either  become  its  allies  or  neuter, 

Neverthelefs  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  animated  with 
an  ardent  defire  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  fcourge  of  war, 
and  to  prove  that  they  will  not  reject  any  means  of  re¬ 
conciliation,  declare,  that  as  foon  as  Lord  Malmfbury 
Ihoulci  exhibit  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  fuffi- 
cient  powers  from  the  allies  of  Great-Britain,  for  ftipu- 
lating  for  their  refpe&ive  intefefts,  accompanied  by  a  pro* 
mife  on  their  part  to  iubfcribe  to  whatfover  fhall  be 
concluded  in  their  names,  the  Executive  Directory  will 
give  a  fpeedy  anfwer  to  the  fpecihc  proportions  which 
(hall  be  fubmitted  to  them,  and  that  the  difficulties  lhall 
be  removed,  as  far  as  may  be  confiftent  with  the  fafety 
and  dignity  of  the  French  Republic. 

(Signed]  REVEILLIERE  LEPAUX,  President, 

LA  GARDE,  General  Secretary. 


After  receiving  this  anfwer,  Lord  Malmfbury  wrote 
to  his  Court,  by  an  extraordinary  courier,  to  obtain  the 
powers  required  of  him,  without  which,  it  was  evident, 
he  could  not  a£L  66  Thus  fuppofing  (fays  the  Mejfager 
jD u  Soir)  that  the  Britifli  Cabinet  have  not  fent  us  a  new 
Arous ,  and  that  they  are  really  anxious  to  take  efficacious 
meafures  for  giving  fpeedy  fatisfaflion  to  the  Directory) 
the  negotiations  will  at  leaft  be  fufpended  for  fome  time,” 
After  this  anfwer  was  publifhed  by  the  Directory, 
Lord  Malmfbury  had  another  conference  with  the 
Minifter  Delacroix,  In  this  conference  his  Lordfhip 
declared  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Britifh  Government 
not  to  negotiate  for  a  feparate  peace.  The  bafis  of  the 
negotiation  was  mentioned,  and  Delacroix  afked,  whe¬ 
ther  Great-Britain  meant  to  propofe  the  Jlatus  quo ,  or  the 
i Uti  flojfidetis?  His  Lordfhip  replied,  that  neither  the 
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flatus  quo ,  nor- the  ftoffidetis,  were  meant.  He  was  then 
afked,  whether  his  Lordfhip  was  authorized  to  conclude 
a  definitive  treaty  for  all  the  allies  ?  To  this  queftion  he 
replied,  that  he  would  fend  for  inftruQions  from  his 
Court  on  this  head.  The  Directory  confented  that  Lord 
Malmfbury  fhould  remain  at  Paris  till  he  received  thefe 
inftru&ions;  and  Mr.  Sylvefter  was  immediately  lent  by 
his  Lordfnip  to  England  with  difpatches. 

Lord  Malmfbury  having  been  infulted  in  different 
public  papers,  and  particularly  in  a  journal  (the  Redae - 
ieur)  publifhed  at  the  expence  of  Government,  wrote  to 
the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  complain  of  the  in- 

fults  bellowed  upon  him  daily,  and  demanded,  whether 

/ 

they  were  to  be  confidered  as  official?  The  French 
Minifter  replied  to  the  Ambaffador,  in  the  frankeft 
manner,  that  the  Government  had  no  hand  in  thofb 
infults. 


(  No.  17. ) 


On  the  12th  of  November ,  Lord  Malmfbury  delivered  the  * 
following  Note  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs : 

The  underfigned  has  not  failed  to  tranfmit  to  his 
Court  the  anfwer  of  the  Executive  Directory  to  the  pro¬ 
portions  which  he  was  charged  to  make,  and  which  were 
Intended  to  ferve  as  overtures  to  a  negotiation  of  peace. 

With  refpeft  to  the  injurious  and  offenfive  infi relations 
contained  in  that  anfwer,  and  which  are  only  fit  to  throw 
new  obftacles  in  the  way  of  that  reconciliation  which  the 
French  Government  profeffes  to  defire,  the  King  has 
thought  it  far  beneath  his  dignity  to  allow  any  reply 
whatever  to  be  returned  on  his  part.  The  progrefs 
and  refult  of  the  negotiation  will  no  doubt  evince  the 
principles  on  which  it  ihall  have  been  conduced  on 
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either  fide;  and  it  is  neither  by  reproaches,  as  difguft- 
ing  as  they  are  without  foundation,  nor  by  reciprocal 
infults,  that  a  fincere  intention  is  fhewn  to  further  the 
work  of  peace. 

The  underfigned  proceeds  therefore  to  the  firft  obje& 
of  difcuffion  fet  forth  in  the  anfwer  of  the  Executive 
DireHory,  viz.  that  of  a  feparate  negotiation,  to  which  it 
has,  without  the  leaft  foundation,  fuppofed  that  the  under¬ 
figned  was  authorized  to  accede.  His  credentials  and 
powers,  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form,  fully  authorize  him 
to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  peace;  but  they  prefcribe 
neither  the  form  and  nature,  nor  the  terms  of  the  future 
treaty.  On  thefe  points  he  mull,  purfuant  to  the  cuftom 
long  eftablilhed  and  acknowledged,  conform  himfelf  to 
the  inftruflions  received  from  his  Court;  and  he  has 
confequently  not  failed  to  inform  the  Minilter  for  the 
Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  their  very  firft  con¬ 
ference,  that  the  King,  his  mailer,  had  exprefsly  enjoined 
him  not  to  lillen  to  any  propofal  tending  to  feparate  the 
interells  of  his  Majefty  from  thofe  of  his  allies. 

A  negotiation  which  embraces  the  interells  and  pre- 
tenfions  of  all  the  powers  who  make  a  common  caufe 
with  the  King  in  this  prefent  war,  is  therefore  the  only 
one  that  can  take  place.  In  the  courfe  of  fuch  a  nego¬ 
tiation,  the  intervention,  or  at  leaft  the  participation  of 
thefe  powers,  will  no  doubt  become  abfolutely  neceffary ; 
and  his  Majefty  hopes  to  find  at  all  times  the  fame  dif- 
pofition  to  treat  on  a  juft  and  equitable  bafts,  of  which 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  gave  the  French 
Government  fo  linking  a  proof  at  the  very  opening  of 
this  campaign. 

But  to  wait  for  a  formal  and  definitive  authority  on 
the  part  of  the  King’s  allies,  before  Great -Britain  and 
France  Ihould  begin  to  difcufs?  even  provisionally,  the 
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principles  of  the  negotiation,  would  caufe,  it  appears,  a 
very  ufelefs  delay.  A  courfe  widely  different  has  been 
purfued  by  the  two  powers  on  all  former  occafions  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  his  Majefty  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
belt  pledge  which  at  this  moment  they  can  give  to  a 
Europe  of  their  mutual  defire  to  put  a  period  as  mon  as 
poffibie  to  the  calamities  of  war,  would  be  to  fettle 
without  delay,  a  bafts  of  combined  negotiation,  and  to 
invite  their  allies  to  participate  in  it,  in  the  manner  belt 

calculated  to  accelerate  a  general  peace. 

It  was  with  this  view  that  the  underngned  had  i 

in  command  to  propofe,  at  the  very  commencement  o 

this  negotiation,  a  principle,  which  his  Majefty  s  gene 
rofity  and  known  good  faith  could  alone  diSate  to  him 
viz.  to  indemnify  France,  by  proportionate  refhtutions 
for  fuch  arrangements  as  fhe  will  confent  to,  m  or  er 
fatisfy  the  juft  claims  of  the  allies  of  the  King,  a 
preferve  the  political  balance  of  Europe.  The  Execu 
dve  Dire&ory  has  not  explained  itfelf  in  a  prectfc 
manner  either  on  the  approbation  of  this  principle,  n  ^ 

'  on  the  alterations  and  modifications  which  it  may  deli 
nor  has  it  propofed  any  other  principle  tending  th 
fame  end.  The  underfigned  is,  therefore,  ordered 
refume  the  fubjeD,  and  to  demand  on  this  head  an  open 
and  precife  declaration,  in  order  to  fhorten  the  de  ay 
which  muft  otherwife  refult  from  the  difficulties  lat  e 
by  the  Direftory  with  refpea  to  the  form  of  his  powers. 
He  is  authorized  to  add  to  this  demand  the  exprefs  ae- 
claration,  that  whilft  his  Majefty  Oiall  acquaint  his 
auiruft  allies  with  all  his  fucceffive  fteps  relative  to  the 
objeft  of  this  prefent  negotiation,  and  fulfil  towarus 
ihofe  Sovereigns,  in  the  moft  efficacious  mariner  every 

duty  of  a  good  and  faithful  ally;  he  will,  at 
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time,  negleft  nothing  on  his  part,  both  to  difpofe  them 
to  concur  in  this  negotiation,  by  ail  fuch  means  as  are 
moft  fitted  to  accelerate  its  progrefs,  and  enfiire  its  fuc- 
cefs,  and  to  preferve  them  in  difpofitions  favourable  to 
his  wifh  for  the  return  of  a  general  peace,  on  juft,  per^ 
manent,  and  honourable  conditions. 

(Signed)  "  MALMSBURY, 

Paris,  Nov,  12,  1796. 


(No.  18.) 

Anfwer  of  the  Minifer  of  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Affairs  to  the  Note  of  Lord  Malmfbury. 

The  underfigned  is  charged  by  the  Executive  Direc¬ 
tory  to  invite  you  to  point  out  diftin&ly,  and  as  foon  as 
poflible,  the  objects  of  reciprocal  compenfation  which 
you  have  to  propofe. 

He  h  as  it  alfo  in  command  to  afk  you,  where  is  c  the 
€  difpofition  to  treat,  on  a  juft  and  equitable  bafis,  of 

*  which  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  has  given  ' 

*  the  French  Government  fo  ftriking  a  proof  at  the  very 

*  moment  of  the  opening  of  this  campaign  ?’  The  Execu. 
tive  Dire&ory  is  not  acquainted  with  it.  It  was  the  Em¬ 
peror  and  King  who  broke  the  armiftice. 

(Signed)  C\  DELACROIX. 

Paris,  the  22c!  Brumaire  ( 1 2th  November) 

5th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  oi\e 
and  indivifible. 

N  •  - 

I  C  *>  ?  [1  r  ,  *  '  *  r  ' 


In  confequence  of  the  above  anfwer  from  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  Lord  Malmfbury  difpatched  Mr.  Timms,  the 
meffenger,  to  England. 
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(No.  19.) 

Note  addreffed  by  Lord  Mamjbury  to  the  Minifter  for 
lo  Foreign  Affairs,  23 d  Brumaire  (Nov.  13J  written  under 

the  date  Nov.  12,  1796. 

The  underfigned  does  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  reply 
to  the  two  queftions  which  you  are  charged  to  put  to  him, 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory. 

}  The  Memorial  prefented  this  morning  by  the  under^ 
jfigned,  propofes  in  exprefs  terms,  on  the  part  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  to  compenfate  France, 
by  proportional  reftitutions,  for  the  arrangements  to 
which  (lie  may  confent,  in  order  to  fatisfv  the  juft  claims 
af  the  allies  of  the  King,  and  to  preferve  the  political 
balance  of  Europe. 

Until  the  formal  acceptation  of  this  principle,  or  the 
enunciation  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Directory,  of 
any  other  which  may  ferve  for  a  bafts  to  the  negotiation 
^f  a  general  peace,  the  underfigned  will  not  be  autho- 
rifed  to  point  out  the  obje&s  of  reciprocal  compenfation. 

With  refpefl  to  the  proof  of  the  pacific  difpofitions 
afforded  to  the  French  Government  by  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  and  King,  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  the 
underfigned  contents  himfelf  with  quoting  the  following 
words,  which  are  contained  in  the  note  of  Baron  Degel- 
man,  on  the  4th  of  June  laft: 

“  The  operations  of  the  war  will  by  no  means  prevent; 
his  Imperial  Majefty  from  being  always  induced  to 
concur,  according  to  fuch  form  of  negotiation  as  fit  all 
*be  adopted,  in  concert  with  the  belligerent  powers,  in 
the  difeuflion  of  the  proper  means  for  putting  an  end  ta 
the  ulterior  effufion  of  human  blood,” 
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This  note  was  prefented  after  the  breaking  of  the  at- 
miftice.  V- I 

(Signed)  ,  MALMSBURY. 


(No.  20.)  V 

Anfwer  of  the  Minijier  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  preceding 

Note . 

Paris,  23  Brumaire. 

The  underfigned,  in  reply  to  your  fecond  note  of  yef- 
terday,  is  charged  by  the  Executive  Directory  to  declarer 
to  you,  that  they  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  that 
has  been  addreffed  to  you.  He  is  alfo  charged  to  afk 
you  whether,  at  each  official  communication  which  fhali 
be  made  between  you  and  him,  it  will  be  neceffary  that 
you  lfiould  fend  a  courier  to  receive  fpecial  inftruclions.* 

(Signed)  CHARLES  DELACROIX. 


(No.  21.) 


Reply  of  Lord  Malmfbury  to  the  Letter  from  the  Minifef 
for  Foreign  Affair 5,  dated  the  23 d  Brumaire  (Nov.  13J  * 

4C  The  underfigned  will  not  fail  to  tranfmit  to  his  Court 
the  note  which  he  has  juft  received  from  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  He  alfo  declares  that  he  fhali  be  in 
the  fituation  of  expediting  Couriers  to  his  Court  every 
time  that  the  official  communications  which  fhali  be  made 
to  him  fhali  require  fpecial  inftru£Uons. 

(Signed)  (e  MALMSBURY. ,r 

Paris,  November  13,  1796. 

*  It  would  not  have  been  amifs  to  have  erected  Telegraphs  from  London 
to  Dover,  and  from  Calais  to  Paris,  by  which  orders  might  have  been  ra^ 
pidly  communicated,  and  the  whole  fcience  of  diplomacy  fuccefsfully 
pra&ifed  by  the  talents  neceffary  to  fuperintend  the  mechanical  movement 
©fa  Telegraph. 


(iVp.  22.) 

Letter  addreffed  to  the  .Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the 
23d  Brumaire,  in  the  morning,  by  Lord  Malmjbury , 

U  Ambajffador  from  the  Britijh  Cabinet. 

Paris,  Nov.  13,  1796. 

The  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Britannic 
'  Majefty  addreffes  himfelf  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  entreats  him  to  inform  him,  whether  he  is 
to  conftder  the  official  Note  which  he  received  from  him 
yefterday  evening,  as  the  reply  to  that  which  Lord 
Malmfbury  fent  yefterday  morning  to  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  by  order  of  his  Court.  He  makes  this 
requeft,  that  he  may  not  needlefsly  delay  the  departure 
of  his  courier. 

(Signed)  MALMSBURY. 


(  NO.  23.)  ;  • 

Reply  off  the  Minifter  ffor  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  preceding 

Letter. 

Paris,  23d  Brumaire,  5th  year  of  the  French  Republic, 

one  and  indiviiible. 

The  underfigned  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  declares 
to  Lord  Malmfbury,  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  that  he  is  to  conftder  the  official  note  which  he 
tranfmitted  to  him  yefterday,  as  the  reply  to  that  which 
Lord  Malmfbury  addreffed  to  him  on  the  morning  of  the 
fame  dav. 

v  (Signed)  -  CH.  DELACROIX. 

_  .  .  (No.  24.) 

Second  Letter  from  Lord  Malmjbury  to  the  Minifter  ffor 

Foreign  Affairs. 

Paris,  November  13. 

Lord  Malmfbury  has  juft  received  the  anfwer  of  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs^  in  which  he  declares  that 
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the  official  note,  which  he  tranfmitted  to  him  yefterday 
is  to  be  regarded  as  the  anfwer  to  that  which  Lord 
Malmfbury  fent  him  in  the  morning  of  the  fame  day. 

Lord  Malmfbury  will  this  day  fend  the  communica¬ 
tion  to  his  Court* 

(Signed)  MALMSBURY. 


The  two  parties  were,  at  this  time,  thus  fituated :  the 
one  propofed  a  particular  principle  as  a  bafis;  the  other 
delired  the  detail  of  that  principle  :  the  former  defined  f 
entering  into  the  details  until  the  latter  declared  whether 
the  principle  would  be  acceded  to  or  not:  the  latter, 
without  giving  that  declaration,  but  yet  without  refuiing 
to  accede  to  the  principle,  continued  to  delire  the  detail* 

It  is  eafy  to  difcover  that  there  exifted,  from  the  com-  « 
mencement  of  the  negotiation,  doubt,  diltruft,  and  fuf- 
picion  on  both  fides  :  there  was  nothing  cordial,  nothing- 
conciliating  in  the  firft  advances ;  every  thing  was  formal, 
cold,  and  repullive.  The  Dire&ory  all  along  feemed 
to  fufpeft  that  the  Engiiffi  Government  were  not  fincere;  i 
r  that  they  offered  peace  with  the  wifli  that  their  offers 
*night  be  refufed;  they  appeared  to  think  that  if  the 
Britifh  Minilter  had  really  defired  a  general  peace,  he 
would  previoufly  acquainted  the  Emperor,  in  order  that 
he  might  have  fent  his  Negotiator  to  Paris,  to  co-operate 
with  the  Negotiator  deputed  from  Great-Britain. 


(No.  25.) 


From  Lord  Malmjbury  to  the  Minijler  for  Foreign  Affairs . 

The  Court  of  London,  having  been  informed  of  what 
palled  after  the  receipt  of  the  laft  Memorial  delivered, 
by  their  order,  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  find 
V  that  there  is  not  any  thing  whatever  to  be  added  to  the 
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anfwer  made  by  the  underfigned  to  the  two  queftions 
which  the  Dire&ory  thought  proper  to  addrefs  to  them* 

They  wait  then,  and  with  the  greateft  intereft,  for  an 
explanation  of  the  fentiments  of  the  Dire&ory,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  principle  propofed,  on  their  part,  as  the  bafis 
of  the  negotiation,  and  the  adoption  of  which  appeared 
to  be  the  beft  means  of  accelerating  the  progrefs  of  a  dif- 
cuffion  fo  important  to  the  happinefs  of  fo  many  nations. 

The  underfigned  has,  in  confequeftce,  received  orders 
to  renew  the  demand  of  a  frank  and  precife  anfwer  on 
this  object,  in  order  that  his  Court  may  know,  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  whether  the  Directory  accept  the  faid  proportion  j 
whether  they  defire  to  make  any  change  or  modifications 
whatever  in  it;  or,  laftly,  whether  they  will  propofe  any 
Other  principle,  that  may  promote  the  fame  end. 

(Signed)  MALMSBURY, 

Jparis,  Nov.  2 6,  1796. 


(No.  26.) 

Anfwer  of  the  Mini/ter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord  Malmf 

bury' s  Note. 

In  anfwer  to  the  note  delivered  yeflerday,  Nov.  26, 
by  Lord  Malmfbury,  the  underfigned  Minifter  for  Fo¬ 
reign  Affairs  is  inftruQed  by  the  Dire&ory  to  obferve* 
that  the  anfwers  made  on  the  5th  and  2 2d  of  lafl  Bru- 
maire,  contained  an  acknowledgment  of  the  principle  of 
compenfation,  and  that,  in  order  to  remove  every  pretext 
for  farther  difcuffion  on  that  point,  the  underfigned,  in 
the  name  of  the  Executive  Directory,  again  makes  a  for¬ 
mal  and  pofitive  declaration  of  fuch  acknowledgment. 

In  confequence,  Lord  Malmfbury  is  again  invited  to 
give  a  fpeedy  and  categorical  anfwer  to  the  proportion 
made  to  him  on  the  2 2d  of  laft  Brumaire;  and  which  was1 
conceived  in  thefe  terms: 
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**  The  underfigned  is  inftruCted  by  the  Executive  Di¬ 
rectory,  to  invite  you  to  point  out,  with  all  poffible  ex¬ 
pedition,  and  exprefsly,  the  objects  of  reciprocal  com- 
penfation.  which  you  have  to  propofe.” 

,  CH.  DELACROIX, 

Paris,  Nov.  27,  179 6. 


(No.  27.) 


Anfwer  of  Lord  Malmfbury  to  the  Note  of  the  Minijier  for' 
Foreign  Affairs ,  of  the  jth  Frimaire. 

*  The  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  in  anfwer  to  the  note,  dated  this  morning, 
which  has  been  delivered  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Mi¬ 
nifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  is  eager  to  affure  him  that  he 
will  not  delay  a  moment  in  communicating  the  faid  note 
to  his  Court,  for  whofe  farther  orders  he  muft  neceffa- 
rily  wait  before  he  can  be  able  to  exprefs  himfelf  refpeCt- 
ing  the  important  points  which  it  contains. 

MALMSBURY. 

Paris,  Nov.  27,  1796. 


Up  to  this  period  the  Directory  made  it  a  point  to  publifh 
all  the  official  correfpondence  between  the  two  Minifters, 
when  Lord  Malmfbury  ftated  that  he  ffiould  be  authorized 
to  propofe  fpecific  terms  of  compenfation  and  conceffion, 
but  that  the  Britiffi  Government  were  of  opinion  that  the 
publifhing  of  the  official  communications  on  both  fides 
was  not  the  moft  likely  mode  to  promote  the  objeCt  of 
the  negotiation;  he  fuggefted,  therefore,  the  propriety 
and  prudence  of  concealing  the  fpecific  terms  of  concef- 
fion,  at  leaft,  until  they  had  been  maturely  difcuffed. 
The  anfwer  of  the  Directory  was  to  this  effeCt:  4  That 
they  had  made  all  the  communications  public,  in  order 

t 

tp  enable  the  whole  world  to  become  judges  between 
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the  two  parties;  but  if  the  Britifh  Government  were  of 
opinion  that  the  objed  of  the  negotiation  would  be 
better  promoted  by  a  different  mode  of  condud,  they 
had  no  objedion  to  keep  the  terms  of  conceffion  fecret.’ 
An  inconteftible  proof  that  the  French  Republic  were 
animated  by  a  fincere  defire  to  further  the  defired  peace 
by  every  means  requefled  by  Great-Britain. 

At  this  time  the  Diredory  demanded  a  paffport  from 
the  Court  of  Vienna  for  a  Commiffioner  to  proceed  to 
that  Court  with  propofals  to  treat  for  a  general  armijlice 
with  the  Emperor  during  the  negotiation,  and  to  make 
fome  overtures  calculated  to  accelerate  that  end..  The 
great  objed  of  the  Diredory  was  to  induce  the  Emperor 
to  make  a  feparate  peace.  It  was  granted,  and  the 
Commiffioner  appointed  was  General  Clarke,  an  Iriffi- 
man,  of  very  confiderable  talents.  On  the  above  ap¬ 
pointment  the  Diredory  publifhed  the  following  note: 

“  Several  perfons  are  loft  in  conjedures  upon  the 
fending,  fome  days  ago,  of  a  Negotiator  to  Vienna  by 
the  Executive  Diredory;  and  fome  have  taken  occafion 
to  circulate  pert  farcafms  upon  the  pacific  intentions  of 
the  Government ;  when,  on  the  contrary,  this  ftep  mult 
of  itfelf  be  fufficient  to  give  the  molt  marked  evidence 
of  their  ardent  defire  to  remove  all  obftacles  to  amicable 
approaches  with  the  molt  powerful  enemy  of  the  Re¬ 
public.” 


(No.  28.) 


The  underfigned  is  charged  to  tranfmit  to  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  enclofed  Memorial,  containing 
the  propofals  of  his  Court,  with  refped  to  the  application 
of  the  general  principle  already  eftablifhedj  as  the  bafts 
of  the  negotiation  for  peace. 
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He  -willy  wit’ll  the  utmoft  readme  fs,  enter  with  that  Mi¬ 
ni  ft  df  into  eVery  explanation  which  the  ftate  and  progrefs 
of  the  negotiation  Will  allow,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  entetf 
into  the  difcuffibn  of  thefe  propofitions,  or  of  any  eoun- 
ter-prqfeH  which  may  be  tranfmitted  to  him  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive  Direftory,  with  that  franknefs  and 
that  fpirit  of  conciliation  which  correfpond  with  the  juft 
&nd  pacific  intentions  of  his  Court. 

(jSignedy  MALMSBURY. 

P&ris,  Dec.  17,  1796. 


( No.  29. ) 


Confidential  Memorial ,  on  the.principal  Ohjetfs  of  Rejlitu* 
tiort ,  Compenfation ,  and  Reciprocal  Arrangement . 

The  principle  already  eftablifhed,  as  the  bafis  of  th© 
negotiation,  by  the  confent  of  the  two  Governments,  ia 
bounded  on  reftitutions  to  be  made  by  his  Britannic 
Majefty  to  France,  in  compenfation  for  the  arrange¬ 
ments  to  which  that  power  may  confent,  in  order  to  fatisfy 
ihe  juft  pretenfions  of  the  allies  of  the  King,  and  to  pre* 
ferve  the  political  balance  of  Europe. 

In  order  to  accomplifh  thefe  obje&s,  in  the  manner 
frioft  complete,  and  to  offer  a  frefh  proof  of  the  fincerity 
of  his  wifhes  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  general  tran¬ 
quillity,  his  Majefty  would  propofe,  that  there  fhould 
be  given  to  this  principle,  on  each  fide,  all  the  latitude 
of  which  it  may  be  fufceptible. 

I.  His  Majefty  demands  therefore, 

1.  The  reftitution,  to  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  of  all  his  dominions,  on  the  footing  of  the  jtafu$ 
•ante  helium . 

2.  The  re-eftablifhment  of  peace  between  the  Ger¬ 
manic  Empire  and  France,  by  a  fuitable,  arrangement. 
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conformable  to  their  refpe&ive  interefts,  and  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  fafety  of  Europe.  This  arrangement  to  be  nego¬ 
tiated  with  his  Imperial  Majefty,  as  conftitutional  head 
of  the  Empire,  either  by  the  intervention  of  the  King,  or 
immediately,  as  his  Imperial  Majefty  lhall  prefer. 

3.  The  evacuation  of  Italy  by  the  French  troops, 
with  an  engagement  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  that  country;  which  fhould  be  re-e.ftablifti.ed, 
as  far  as  poflible,  upon  the  footing  of  the  Jiatus  ante  helium . 

In.  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  a  more  detailed  dif- 
cuflion  may  be  entered  into  of  the  further  meafures  which 
it  may  be  proper  to  adopt,  re fpe fling  the  objefls  of  thefe 
three  articles,  in  order  to  the  providing  more  effeflually 
for  the  future  fecurity  of  the  refpe&ive  limits  and 
poffeffions,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  general  tran?- 
quillity.  i. 

-  II.  With  regard  to  the  other  allies  of  his  Britannia 
Majefty,  his  Majefty  demands,  that  there  be  referred  t© 
her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Rtiffias,  a  full  and 
unlimited  power  of  taking  part  in  this  negotiation,  when¬ 
ever  fhe  may  think  fit,  or  of  acceding  to  the  definitive 
treaty,  and  thereby  returning  to  a  ftate  of  peace  wkh 
France. 

III.  His  Majefty  alfo  demands,  that  her  Moft  Faith¬ 
ful  Majefty  may  be  comprehended  in  this  negotiation, 
and  may  return  to  a  ftate  of  peace  with  France,  without 
any  ceffion  or  burdenfome  condition  on  either  fide. 

IV.  On  thefe  conditions  his  Majefty  offers  to  France 
the  entire  and  unreferved  reftitution  of  all  the  conquefts 
which  he  has  made  on  that  power  in  the  .Eaft  and  Weft 
Indjies,  propofing  at  the  fame  time  that  a  mutual  under- 
ft  an  ding  fliould  be  eftablifhed  as  to  the  means  of  fecur- 
ing  for  the  future  the  tranquillity  of  the  two  nations,  and 
of  consolidating,  as  much  as  poffible5  the  advantages  of 
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their  refpeQive  poffeffions.  His  Majefty  offers,  in  like 
manner,  the  reftitution  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon,  and  of  the  Fifhery  of  Newfoundland,  on  the 
footing  of  the  Jlatus  ante  helium . 

But  if,  in  addition  to  this,  his  Majefty  were  to  wave 
the  right  given  to  him  bv  the  exprefs  ftipulations  of.the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  of  oppofing  the  ceffion  of  the  Spanifh 
part  of  St.  Domingo  to  Fiance,  his  Majefty  would  then 
demand,  in,  return  for  this  conceffion,  a  compenfation 
which  might  fecure,  at  leaf!  in  fome  degree,  the  main- 
tenance  of  the  balance  of  the  refpe&ive  poffeffions  in 
that  part  of  the  world. 

V.  In  all  the  cafes  of  ceffions  or  reftitutions,  which 
may  come  in  queftion  in  the  epurfe  of  this  negotiation, 
there  fhould  be  granted  on  each  fide,  to  all  individuals, 
the  mo  ft  unlimited  right  to  withdraw  with  their  families 
and  their  property,  and  to  fell  their  land  and  immove¬ 
able  poffeffions;  and  adequate  arrangements  fhould  alfo 
jbe  made,  in  the  courfe  of  this  negotiation,  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  all  fequeftrations,  and  for  the  fatisfahtion  of 
their  juft  claims,  which  individuals  on  either  fide  may 
have  to  make  upon  the  refpe&ive  governments. 

(Signed)  MALMSBURY. 


(No.  30.)/  ,  j,  ; ,, 

Confidential  Memorial  on  the  Peace  with  Spain 
33;:-  ,  and,  Holland . 

?f  The  allies  of  France  hot  having  hitherto  expreffed 
any  defire  or  difpofition  to  treat  with  the  King,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  might  have  forborne  to  enter  into  any  detail  on 
their  account;  but  in  order  to  avoid  any  details  preju¬ 
dicial  to  the  great  objeht  which  the  King  has  in  view, 
and  to  accelerate  the  work  of  a  general  peace,  his  Ma- 
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jefty  will  not  refufe  to  explain  himfelf,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  on  the  points  which  concern  thofe  powers.  If, 
then,  the  Catholic  King  fhould  defire  to  be  cornpre.. 
hended  in  this  negotiation,  or  to  be  allowed  to  accede 
to  the  definitive  treaty,  this  would  meet  with  no  obftacle 
on  the  part  of  his  Majefty.  Nothing  having  been  con¬ 
quered  by  either  of  the  two  Sovereigns  from  the  other, 
no  other  point  could,  at  the  prefent  moment,  come  into 
queftion  but  that  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace,  fimp^y, 
and  without  any  reftitution  or  compenfation  whatever, 
except  fuch  as  might  pofiibly  refult  from  the  application 
of  the  principle  declared  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Memorial  already  delivered  to  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  ? 

But  if,  during  the  negotiation,  any  alteration  fhall  take 
place  in  the  date  of  things  in  this  refpeft,  it  will  then  be 
proper  to  agree  upon  the  reflitutions  and  compenfation^ 
to  be  made  on  each  fide. 

With  regard  to  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces, 
his  Britannic  Majefty  and  his  allies  find  themfelves  too 
nearly  interefted  in  the  political  fituation  of  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces  to  be  able  to  confent  in  their  favour  to  the  re- 
cftablifhment  of  the  Jlatus  ante  helium ,  as  with  refpeft  to 
territorial  poffeflions,  unlefs  France  could,  on  her  part, 
reinftate  them  in  all  refpe&s  in  the  fame  political  fitua¬ 
tion  in  which  they  flood  before  the  war. 

If  at  leaft  it  were  poffible  to  re-eftablifh  in  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces,  agreeably  to  what  is  believed  to  be  the  wifh  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  their  ancient  conftitu- 
tion  and  form  of  government,  his  Majefty  might  then  be 
difpofed  to  relax,  in  their  favour,  from  a  very  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things  obliges  him  to  infift. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  with  the  Republic  of 
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Holland,  in  its  prefen t  ftate,  that  their  Britannic  and 
Imperial  Majefties  will  have  to  treat,  they  will  feel  them- 
felves  obliged  to  feek,  in  territorial  acquifitions,  thole 
compensations,,  and  that  fee urity  which  fuch  a  ftate  of 
things  will  have  rendered  indifpenfable  to  the®. 

Reftitutions  of  any  kind,  in  favour  of  Holland.,  could 
in  that  cafe  be  admitted  in  fo  far  only  as  they  ih all  be 
compenfated  by  arrangements  calculated  to  contribute 
to  the  fecurity  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  The  means 
of  accomplifhing  this  objefl  will  be  found  in  the  ceffi/ons 
which  France  has  exaHed  in  her  treaty  of  peace  with 
Holland,  and  the  polfeflion  of  which  by  that  power 
would,  in  any  cafe,,  he  abfolutely  incompatible  with  the 
fecurity  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  in  the  hands  of  his 
Imperial  Majefty.  ■  • 

It  is  on  thefe  principles  that  his  Britannic  Majefty 
would  be  ready  to  treat  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace 
with  the  Republic  of  Holland  in  its  prefent  ftate.  The 
details  of  fuch  a  difeuflion  mult  necelfarily  lead  to  the 
confideration  of  what  would  he  due  to  the  intereft  and 
4he  rights  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange. 


(No.  31.) 


r  a  \  4  j  .  4  »  /  *  •  >  7  .  4*'.J  * ;  (  v  i  »  *  ,  .« l  \  • 9  1  t  -f  .•,* 

Paris,  Decr2o,  1796. 

MY  LORD, 

Mr.  Ellis  returned  here  from  London  on  Thurfday 
fait,  the  15th  in  ft  ant ,  at  five  P.  M.  and  delivered  to  me 
the  difpatches,  No.  1 1  and  12,  with  which  he  was  charged 
by  your  Lordlhip. 

Although  nothing  can  he  clearer,  more  ably  drawn 
up,  or  more  fatisfaftory  than  the  inftruftioris  they  con¬ 
tain,  yet  as  it  was  of  the  la  ft  importance  that  I  fliould  be 
completely  matter  of  the  fubjeH  before  I  law  the  French 
Minifter,  I  delayed  alking  for  a  conference  till  late  on 


Friday  evening,  with  a  view  that  it  fliould  not  take  place 
till  Saturday  morning,  i . 

He  appointed  the  hour  of  eleven  A.  M.  on  thakday, 
and  it  was  near  one  before  we  parted,  Although  what 
is  faid  by  M.  Delacroix  before  he  had  communicated 
with  the  Dire&ory  cannot  be  confrdered  as  officially 
binding,  and  probably  may,  in  the  event,  be^  very  djffe-r 
rent  from  what  I  (hall  hear  when  he  (peaks  to  me  in  jthdr 
name,  yet  as  it  is  impoffible  that  they  fliou  d  not  nearly 
conjecture,  the  nature  of  the  oyertures  I  fiiouid  make, 
and  of  coitrfe  be  prepared  in  fome  degree  for  them,  it  is 
material  that  your  Lordffiip  ffiould  be  accurately.  acr 
quainted  with  the  firft  impreffions  they  appear  to  make 
on  M.  Delacroix. 

I  prefaced  what  I  had  to  communicate  with  faying* 
that  I  now  came  authorized  to  enter  with  him  into  deli¬ 
beration  upon  one  of  the  mod  important  fubje&s  that 
perhaps  ever  was  brought  into  difeuffion;  that  its  magr 
hi  tilde  forbade  all  fouffer  excluded  all  prevarication* 
hilpended  all  prejudices,  and  that  as  I  had  it  in  command 
to  fpeak  with  freedom  and  truth,  I  expelled  that  he,  o& 
his  part,  would  confider  thefe  as  the  only  means  which 
could  or  ought  to  be  employed,  if 'he  wiffied  to  fee  a 
negotiation,  in  which  the  happinefs  of  millions  was  in¬ 
volved,  terminate  fuccefsfully :  That,  for  greater  pre~ 
eifion,  and  with  a  yiew  to  be  clearly  underftood  in  what 
J  was  about  to  propofe,  I  would  give  him  a  confidential 
memorial,  accompanied  by  an  official  note,  both  of 
which,  when  he  had  perufed  them,  would  fpeak  for  them- 
fel  ves.  The  memorial  contained  the  conditions,  on  the 
accompliffiment  of  which  his  Majefty  confidered  the 
reiteration  of  peace  to  depend.  The  note  was  exprel- 
five  of  his  Majefty ’s  readinefs  to  enter  into  any  expla¬ 
nation  required  by  the  Dire6lory  on  the  fubjeft,  or  to 
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receive  any  centre  projet ,  retting  on  the  fame  bafis,  which 
the  Directory  might  be  difpofed  to  give  in  :  That,  more¬ 
over,  I  did  not  hefitate  declaring  to  him,  in  conformity 
to  the  principles  which  I  had  laid  down,  and  from  which 
I  certainly  never  flrould  depart  at  any  period  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation;  that  I  was  prepared  to  anfwer  any  queftions, 
explain  and  elucidate  any  points,  on  which  it  was  poflible 
to  forefee  that  doubts  or  mifconceptions  could  arife  on 
the  confideration  of  thefe  papers.  And  having  faid  thus 
much,  I  had  only  to  remark,  that  I  believed,  in  no 
fimilar  negotiation  which  had  ever  taken  place,  any 
Minifter  was  authorized,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  go  fo 
fully  into  the  difcuffion  as  I  now  was :  That  I  was  fure 
neither  the  truth  of  this  remark,  nor  the  manifeft  con- 
clufion  to  be  drawn  from  it,  would  efcape  M.  Dela¬ 
croix’s  obfeivation.  ,  ?. 

I  then  put  the  two  papers  into  his  hands.  He  began 
by  reading  the  note,  on  which  of  courfe  he  could  only 
exprefs  fatisfa&ion.  After  perufing  the  Confidential 
Memorial  with  all  the  attention  it  deferved,  he,  after  a 
Ihort  paufe,  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  liable  to 
infurmountable  objeHions;  that  it  feemed  to  him  to  re¬ 
quire  much  more  than  it  conceded,  and,  in  the  event,  not 
to  leave  France  in  a  fituation  of  proportional  greatnefs 
to  the  powers  of  Europe.  He  faid,  the  AH  of  their 
Conftitution,  according  to  the  manner  it  was  interpreted 
by  the  beft  publicifts  (and  this  phrafe  is  worthy  remark) 
made  it  impoflible  for  the  Republic  to  do  what  we  re¬ 
quired.  The  Auftrian  Netherlands  were  annexed  to  it; 
they  could  not  be  difpofed  of  without  flinging  the  nation 
into  all  the  confufion  which  mutt  follow  a  convocation 
of  the  Primary  Affemblies;  and  he  faid,  he  was  rather 

furprifed  that  Great-Rritain  fhould  bring  this  forward 

\ 

as  the  governing  condition  of  the  treaty,  fince  he  thought 
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he  had,  in  fome  of  our  late  converfations,  fully  explained 
the  nature  of  their  Conftitution  to  me.  I  replied,  that 
every  thing  I  had  heard  from  him  on  this  point  was  per¬ 
fectly  in  my  recollection,  as  it  probably  was  in  his,  that 
though  I  had  liftened  to  him  with  that  attention  1  always 
afforded  to  every  thing  he  faid,  yet  I  had  never  made 
him  any  fort  of  reply,  and  had  neither  admitted  nor  con¬ 
troverted  his  opinion :  That  although  I  believed  I  could 
eafily  difprove  this  opinion  from  the  fpirit  of  the  French 
p  Conftitution  ltfelf;  yet  the  difeuflion  of  that  Conftitution 
was  perfectly  foreign  to  the  obje£l  of  my  miffion;  fince, 
even  allowing  his  two  pofitions,  viz.  that  the  retroceffion 
of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  was  incompatible  with  their 
laws,  and  that  we  ought  to  have  known  that  beforehand; 
b  yet  that  there  exifted  a  droit  public  in  Europe,  paramount 
to  any  droit  public  they  might  think  proper  to  eftablifli 
v/ithin  their  own  dominions;  and  that  if  their  Conftitu¬ 
tion  was  publicly  known,  the  treaties  exifting  between 
his  Majefty  and  the  Emperor  were  at  leaft  equally 
,  public;  and  in  thefe  it  was  clearly  and  diftin&ly  an¬ 
nounced,  that  the  two  contracting  parties  reciprocally 
promife  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  without  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  all  the  dominions,  territories,  Sec.  which  may 
have  belonged  to  either  of  them  before  the  war.  That 
the  date  of  this  ftipulation  was  previous  to  their  annex- 
}  ing  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  to  France;  and  the  noto¬ 
riety  of  this  ought,  at  the  very  moment  wrhen  they  had 
pa{fed  that  law,  to  have  convinced  them  that,  if  adhered 
to,  it  muft  prove  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  peace, 
I  applied  his  maxim  to  the  Weft  India  ifiands,  and  to 
>  the  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies;  and  afked  him,  Whe¬ 
ther  it  was  expe&ed  that  we  were  to  wave  our  right  of 
poffeffion,  and  be  required  ftill  to  confider  them  as  inte¬ 
gral  parts  of  the  French  Republic  which  muft  be  reftored, 
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and  on  which  no  value  w;as  to  bjs  Cet  in  the  balance  of 
compcnfation  ?  , .  . 

I  alfo  ftated  the  pofiible  cafe  of  France  having  loft 
part  of  what  fhe  deeme-d-her  integral  dominions,,  inftead 
of  .having  added  to  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  whe¬ 
ther  then,  under  the  app  ehenhon  of  ftili  greater  Ioffes,  the 
Government,  as  it  was  now  compo  fed.,  fhould  confided*  it- 
felf  as  not  veiled  with  powers  fufticient  to  fave  their  coun¬ 
try  from  the  impending  danger,  by  making  peace  on  the 
conditions  of  fact  dicing  a  portion  of  their  dominions  to 
fave  the  remaino  r?  M.  Delacroix  faid,  this  was  dating 
a  cafe  of  ncceffit'  ,  and  fuch  a  mode  of  reafoning  did  not 
attach  to  the  prefe.it  circumftances.  I  readily  admitted 
the  firft  part  of  hjs  proposition,  hut  contended,  that  if 
the  power  exifted  m  a  cafe  of  neceffity,  it  equally  exifted 
in  ail  others,  and  particularly  in  the  cafe  before  us,  fine© 
he  himfelf  had  repeatedly  told  me,  that  peace  was  what 
this  country  and  its  Government  wifhed  for,  and  even 
wanted,  '  j 

M.  Delacroix,  in  reply,  fhifted  his  ground,  and  by  a 
firing  of  arguments  founded  on  premiles  calculated  for 
this  purpofe,  attempted  to  prove,  that,  from  the  relative 
iituation  of  the  adjacent  countries,  the  prefent  Govern¬ 
ment  of  France  would  be  reprehenfible  in  the  extreme, 
and  deferve  impeachment,  if  they  ever  permitted  the 
Netherlands  to  be  feparated  from  their  dominions;  that 
by  the  partition  of  Poland,  Ruffia,  Auftria,  and  Pruffia, 
had  increafed  their  power  to  a  moil  formidable  degree; 
that  England,  by  its  conquefts,  and  by  the  a&ivity  and 
judgment  with  which  it  governed  its  colonies,  had 
doubled  its  ftrength. 

Your  Indian  empire  alone,  faid  M.  Delacroix,  with 
vehemence,  has  enabled  you  to  fubfidize  all  the  powers 
of  Europe  againft  us;  and  your  monopoly  of  trade  has 
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put  you  in  polteffion  of  a  fund  of  inexhauftible  wealthy 
His  words  were,  66  Votre  empire  dans,  l  Inde  vous  ok 
fourni  les  moyens  de  falarier  toutes  les  puiffdnees  contra 
nous,  et  vous  avez  accapare  It  commerce  de  manterc, 
que  toutes  les  ricfieffes  du  monde  fe  verfent  dans  vob 
toff  res” 

From  the  neceffity  that  France  fhould  keep  the  Ne-» 
therlands  and  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  for  the  purpofe 
of  preferring  its  relative  fituation  in  Europe,  he  pafl'ed 
to  the  advantages  which  he  contended  would  refult  to 
the  other  powers  by  fuch  an  addition  to  the  French  do* 
minions.  Belgium  (to  ufe  his  words)  by  belonging  to 
France,  would  remove  what  had  been  the  fource  of  all 
Wars  for  two  centuries  paft;  and  the  Rhine,  being  the  na¬ 
tural  boundary  of  France,  would  enfure  the  tranquillity* 
^©f  Europe  for  two  centuries  to  come.  I  did  not  feel  it 
neceffary  to  combat  this  prepofterous  do&rine;  I  con-* 
tented  myfelf  with  reminding  him  of  what  he  had  faid  to 
me  in  one  of  our  laft  conferences,  when  he  made  a  com* 
parifon  of  the  weaknefs  of  France  under  its  Monarchs, 
and  its  ftrength  and  vigour  under  its  Republican  form  of 
government.  u  Nous  ne  fommes  plus  dans  la  decrepi¬ 
tude  de  la  France  Monarchique ,  mais  dans  toute  la  force 
dune  Rcpublique  adclefcente ,”  was  his  expreffion;  and 
1  inferred  from  this,  according  to  his  own  reafoning,  that 
'  the  force  and  power  France  had  acquired  by  its  change 
of  government  was  much  greater  than  it  could  derive 
from  any  acquifition  of  territory  5  and  that  it  followed, 
if  France  when  under  a  regal  form  of  government  was 
a  j lift  and  conftant  objeef  of  attention,  not  to  fay  of  jea- 
i  loufy,  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  France  (admitting 
his  own  axiom)  was  a  much  more  reafonable  objeQ:  of 
jealoufy  and  attention  under  its  prefent  conftitution  than 
it  ever  had  yet  been,  and  that  no  addition  to  its  dorai- 
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nions  could  be  feen  by  its  neighbours  but  under  impreffi-* 
ons  of  alarm  for  their  own  future  fafety,  and  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  tranquillity  of  Europe*  M.  Delacroix’s  anfwerto 
this  was  fo  remarkable  that  I  mult  beg  leave  to  infert  it 
in  what  I  believe  to  be  nearly  his  own  words u  Danse 
le  terns  revolutionaire  tout  ce  que  vons  ditts ,  my  Lord , 
ctoit  vrai — rien  negaloit  noire  puijfance ;  mais  ce  terns  1 
nexijle  plus .  Nous  ne  pouvons  plus  lever  la  nation  en 
majfe  pour  voler  an  fecours  de  la  patrie  en  danger . 
Nous  ne  pouvons  plus  engager  nos  concitoycns  d'ouvrir  , 
leurs  bourfes  pour  le  verfer  dans  le  trefor  national ,  et 
de  Je  priver  meme  du  necejfaire  pour  le  bien  de  la  chofc 
publiquc .”  And  he  ended  by  faying,  that  the  French 
Republic,  when  at  peace,  necelfarily  mult  become  the 
molt  quiet  and  pacific  power  in  Europe.  I  only  ob-  f 
ferved,  that  in  this  cafe,  the  palfage  of  the  Republic  from* 
youth  to  decrepitude  had  been  very  fudden;  but  that 
ftill  I  never  could  admit  that  it  could  be  a  matter  of  in¬ 
difference  to  its  neighbours,  much  lefs  one  necelfary  fe- 
curity  to  itfelf,  to  acquire  fuch  a  very  extenfive  addition 
to  its  frontiers  as  that  he  had  hinted  at. 

This  led  Monf.  Delacroix  to  talk  of  offering  an  equi¬ 
valent  to  the  Emperor  for  the  Aultrian  Netherlands ; 
and  it  was  to  be  found,  according  to  his  plan,  in  the  fe- 
cularization  of  the  three  eccleliaftical  Electorates,  and 
feveral  bifhoprics  in  Germany  and  in  Italy.  i 

He  talked  upon  this  fubjeCt  as  one  very  familiar  to 
him,  and  on  which  his  thoughts  had  been  frequently  em¬ 
ployed. 

He  fpOke  of  making  new  EleCtors,  and  named,  pro¬ 
bably  with  a  view  to  render  his  fcheme  more  palatable, 
the  Stadtholder  and  the  Dukes  of  Brunfwick  and  Wer- 
temberg  as  perfons  proper  to  replace  the  three  ecclefiaf- 
tical  Electors  which  were  to  be  re-formed. 
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It  would  be  making  an  ill  ufe  of  your  Lordlhip’s  time 
to  endeavour  to  repeat  to  you  all  he  laid  on  this  fubjebtj 
it  went  in  fubftance  (as  he  himfelf  confelfed)  to  the  total 
fubv'erfion  of  the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  Germanic 
k-  body;  and  as  it  militated  direbtly  againft  the  principle 
which  both  his  Majefty  and  the  Emperor  laid  down  fo 
diftin&ly,  as  the  bafis  of  the  peace  to  be  made  for  the 
empire,  I  contented  myfelf  with  reminding  him  of  this 
circumftance,  particularly  as  it  is  impoffible  to  diicufs 
,  this  point  with  any  propriety  till  his  Imperial  Majeiiy 
becomes  a  party  to  the  negotiation.  I  took  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  hinting,  that  if  on  all  the  other  points  France 
agreed  to  the  propofals  now  made,  it  would  not  be  im- 
poffible  that  fome  increafe  of  territory  might  be  ceded  to 
her  on  the  Germanic  fide  of  her  frontiers,  and  that  this, 
in  addition  to  the  Duchy  of  Savoy,  Nice,  and  Avignon, 
would  be  a  very  great  acquifition  of  ftrength  and  power- 
M.  Delacroix  here  again  reverted  to  the  Conftitution^ 
and  laid,  that  thefe  countries  were  already  conftitution- 
ally  annexed  to  France.  I  replied  that  it  was  impoffible, 
in  the  negotiation  which  we  were  beginning,  for  the  other 
powers  to  take  it  up  from  any  period  but  that  which  pre¬ 
ceded  the  war,  and  that  any  acquilition  or  diminution  of 
territory  which  had  taken  place  among  tire  belligerent 
powers  fince  it  firft  broke  out,  mull  necelfarily  become 
y  fubjebl  matter  for  negotiation,  and  be  balanced  againft; 
each  other  in  the  final  arrangement  of  a  general  peace. 
“  You  then  perlift,”  faid  M.  Delacroix,  “  in  applying 
this  principle  to  Belgium  ?”  I  anfwered,  66  Molt  cer¬ 
tainly;  and  I  fhould  not  deal  fairly  with  you  if  I  hefi- 
,  taxed  to  declare,  in  the  outfet  of  our  negotiation,  that  on 
this  point  you  mull  entertain  no  expe&ation  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  will  relax  or  ever  confent  to  fee  the  Netherlands 
remain  a  part  of  France 
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M.  Delacroix  replied,  he  faw  no  profpeCl  in  this  Cafe 

our  ideas  ever  meeting,  and  he  defpaired  of  the  fuccefs 
of  our  negotiation.  He  returned  again  however,  to  his 
idea  of  a  poffible  equivalent  to  be  found  for  the  Emperor, 
but  as  all  he  propofed  was  the  alienation  or  difmemiber- 
ment  of  countries  not  belonging  to  France,  even  by  con- 
quefl,  I  did  not  confider  it  as  defervihg  attention,  audit 
is  certainly  not  worth  repeating  to  your  Lordfhip. 

I  need  not  obferve  that  all  the  equivalents  propofed, 
however  inadequate  to  the  exchange,  were  offered  as  a 
return  for  our  confent  that  the  Netherlands  ihould  remain 
part  of  France;  of  courfe  the  admitting  them  in  any 
fhape,  would  have  been  in  direct  contradiction  to  my  in- 
fhmflions. 

M.  Delacroix  touched  very  flightly  on  Italy,  and  the 
courfe  of  our  converlation  did  not  bring  this  part  of  the 
fubjeft  more  into  difcuffion. 

I  muft  add,  that  whenever  I  mentioned  the  refloration 
of  the  Netherlands  to  the  Emperor,  I  always  took  care 
it  fhould  be  underflood  that  thefe  were  to  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  fuch  further  ceflions  as  fhould  form  a  competent 
line  of  dafence,  and  that  France  could  not  be  permitted 
to  keep  poffefhon  of  all  the  intermediate  country  to  the 
Rhine;  and  I  particularly  dwelt  on  this  point,  when  I 
held  out  the  poffibility  of  admitting  an  extenfion  of  the 
limits  of  France  on  the  fide  of  Germany.  But  as  the 
French  Minifler  no  lefs  flrenuoufly  oppofed  the  reflitu- 
tion  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  Emperor,  than  I  tenaci- 
oufly  infifled  upon  it,  the  further  extenfion  of  my  claim 
could  not  of  courfe  become  a  fubjeft  of  argument. 

I  believe  I  have  now,  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  ac¬ 
curacy,  informed  your  Lordfhip  of  all  that  the  French 
Minifler  faid  on  my  opening  myfelf  to  him  on  that  part 
of  my  inflruClions  which  more  immediately  relates  to 
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peace  between  Great  Britain,  his  Imperial  Majelty,  and 
France.  It  remains  with  me  to  inform  your  Lordfhip 
what  palled  between  us  on  the  fubjeH  of  our  refpeHive 
allies. 

On  the  articles  referving  a  right  to  the  Court  of  St* 
Peterlburgh,  and  to  that  of  Lifbon,  to  accede  to  the 
treaty  of  peace  on  the  Uriel Jlatus  ante  helium ,  the  French 
Minilter  made  no  other  remark  than  mentioning  the 
allies  of  the  Republic,  and  by  enquiring  whether  I  was 
prepared  to  fay  any  thing  relative  to  their  interefts,  which 
certainly  the  Republic  could  never  abandon.  This  af¬ 
forded  me  the  opportunity  of  giving  in  the  confidential 
Memorial  B.  relative  to  Spain  and  Holland,  and  I  pre¬ 
faced  it  by  repeating  to  him  the  fubltance  of  the  firll  part 
of  your  Lordlliip’s  No.  12. 

Although  I  had  touched  upon  the  fubjeB  of  the  Spa- 
nilh  part  of  St.  Domingo,  when  I  had  been  fpeaking  to 
M.  Delacroix  on  the  peace  with  France,  yet,  as  it  did 
not  become  a  matter  of  difeuflion  between  us  till  I  came 
to  mention  the  peace  with  Spain,  I  thought  it  better  to 
:  place  all  that  palled  on  the  fubjeH  in  this  part  of  my 
difpatch;  it  was  the  only  point  on  which  he  entered, 
but  I  by  no  means  infer  from  his  not  bringing  forward 
fome  claims  for  Spain,  that  we  are  not  to  hear  of  any  in 
the  courfe  of  the  negotiation;  on  the  contrary,  I  have 
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>  little  doubt  that  many,  and  moll  of  them  inadmiffible, 
will  be  made  before  it  can  end.  He,  however,  was  filent 
on  them  at  this  moment,  and  confined  all  he  had  to  fay 
to  combating  the  idea  that  Spain  was  bound  by  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  not  to  alienate  her  polfelfions  in 
America.  I  had  the  article  copied  in  my  pocket,  and  I 
read  it  to  him.  He  confelfed  it  was  clear  and  explicit, 
but  that  circumllances  had  fo  materially  altered  fince 
the  year  17133  that  engagements  made  then  ought  not  tQ 
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be  confidered  in  force  now.  I  faid  that  the  fpirit  of  tfi£ 
article  itfelf  went  to  provide  for  diilant  contingencies,  . 
not  for  what  was  expected  to  happen  at  or  near  the  time 
when  the  treaty  was  made,  and  that  it  was  becaufe  the 
alteration  of  circumftances  he  alluded  to  was  forefeen  as 
poffihle  that  the  claufe  was  inferted;  and  that  if  Spain 
paid  any  regard  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  ffie  mull  confider 
herfelf  as  no  lefs  ftriCtly  bound  by  this  claufe  now,  than 
at  the  moment  when  it  was  drawn  up. 

I  went  on  by  faying,  that  it  did  not,  however,  appear 
quite  impoffible  that  this  point  might  be  fettled  without 
much  difficulty;  and  that  means  might  be  devifed  that 
his  Catholic  Majefty  ffiould  not  break  his  faith,  and 
both  England  and  France  be  equally  fatisfied.  1  then 
held  out  to  him,  but  in  general  terms,  that  either  Spain 
might  regain  her  part  of  St.  Domingo,  by  making  fome 
confiderable  ceffion  to  Great-Britain  and  France,  as  the 
price  of  peace,  or  that,  in  return  for  leaving  the  whole 
of  St.  Domingo  to  France,  we  ffiould  retain  either  Mar- 
tinico,  or  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago.  M.  Delacroix  liftened 
with  a  degree  of  attention  to  thefe  propofals,  but  he  was 
fearful  of  committing  himfelf  by  any  expreffion  of  ap¬ 
probation,  and  he  difmiffed  the  fubjeCt  of  the  Court  of 
Madrid  by  obferving,  that  France  never  would  forfake 
the  interefts  of  its  allies. 

Our  converfation  on  thofe  of  its  other  ally,  Holland, 
was  much  longer,  as  the  wording  of  the  Memorial  in¬ 
evitably  led  at  once  deep  into  the  fubjeCt. 

M.  Delacroix  affeCted  to  treat  any  deviation  from  the 
treaty  of  peace  concluded  between  France  and  that 
country,  or  any  reftoration  of  territories  acquired  under 
that  treaty  to  France,  as  quite  impracticable.  He  treated 
as  equally  impracticable  any  attempt  at  reftoring  the  an¬ 
cient  form  of  government  in  the  Seven  United  Pro- 
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vinces#  He  talked  with  an  air  of  triumph  of  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  a  National  Convention  at  the  Hague,  and 
with  an  affe&ation  of  feeling,  that  by  it  the  caufe  of 
Freedom  had  extended  itfelf  over  fuch  a  large  number 
p  of  people#  He,  however,  was  ready  to  confefs,  that 
from  the  great  Ioffes  the  Dutch  Republic  had  fuftained 
in  its  colonies,  and  particularly  from  the  weak  manner 
in  which  they  had  defended  them,  it  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  his  Majefty  would  confent  to  a  full  and  com- 
,  plete  reftitution  of  them,  and  that  it  was  reaforiable  that 
fome  fhould  be  facrificed;  and  he  afked  me  if  I  could 
inform  him  how  far  our  views  extended  on  this  point? 
I  faid  I  had  reafon  to  believe  that  what  his  Majefty 
would  require,  would  be  pofleflions  and  fettlements 
which  would  not  add  either  to  the  power  or  wealth  of 
our  Indian  dominions,  but  only  tend  to  fecure  to  us  their 
fafe  and  unmolefted  pofleflion:  You  mean  by  this,  faid 
M.  Delacroix,  the  Cape  and  Trincomale?  I  faid,  they 
certainly  came  under  that  defcription;  and  I  faw  little 
profpeCt  of  their  being  reftored  to  the  Dutch.  M*  De¬ 
lacroix  launched  forth  on  this  into  a  moft  laboured  dif- 
fertation  on  the  value  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
he  did  not  confider  at  all  as  a  Port  de  relache ,  but  as  a 
pofleflion  which,  in  our  hands,  would  become  one  of  the 
moft  fertile  and  moft  productive  colonies  in  the  Eaft; 

>  and,  according. to  his  eftimation  of  it,  he  did  not  fcruple 
to  aflert,  that  it  would  ultimately  be  an  acquifition  of 
greater  importance  to  England  than  that  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  to  France;  and,  if  acquiefced  in,  fhould  be  reck¬ 
oned  as  a  full  and  ample  compenfation  for  them. 

.  He  added,  64  If  you  are  matters  of  the  Cape  and  Trin¬ 
comale,  we  fhall  hold  all  our  fettlements  in  India,  and 
the  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon,  entirely  at  the  tenure 
of  your  will  and  pleafure ;  they  will  be  ours  only  as  long 

£  2 
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as  you  choofe  we  fhould  retain  them.  You  will  be  foie 
mailers  in  India,  and  we  fhall  be  entirely  dependent 
iipon  you.  ’  I  repeated  to  him,  that  it  was  as  a  means 
of  defence,  not  of  offence,  that  the fe  poffeflions  would 
be  infilled  on;  and  that,  if  the  matter  was  fairly  and  dif. 
paflionately  difcuffed,  he  would  find  that  they  afforded 
us  a  great  additional  fecurity,  but  no  additional  power 
of  attack,  even  if  we  were  difpofed  to  difturb  the  peace 
of  that  part  of  the  world.  If  thefe,  and  perhaps  fome 
few  other  not  very  material  fettlements  belonging  to  the 
Dutch,  were  to  be  infilled  upon,  and  if  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  enumerate  all  we  fhould  flill  have  to  reftore 
to  them,  while  they  had  nothing  to  reftore  to  England, 
it  was  impoflible  not  to  confider  the  terms  on  which  his 
Majefty  propofed  peace  to  Holland  as  generous  and 
liberal. 

M.  Delacroix  was  not  at  all  difpofed  to  agree  with  me 
on  this  point;  and  faid,  Holland,  ftript  of  thefe  ’poffef- 
lions,  would  be  ruined;  he  then  held  out,  but  as  if  the 
hint  had  juft  croffed  his  mind,  the  poflibility  of  indem¬ 
nifying  the  Dutch  for  their  Ioffes  in  India,  by  giving 
them  a  trafl  of  territory  towards  the  Meufe  (I  could  not 
find  out  whether  he  meant  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Liege,  or 
the  countries  of  Juliers  and  Berg)  and  hinted,  that  if  thi3 
was  not  to  be  done,  an  additional  Sugar  Ifland  might, 
perhaps,  be  ceded  to  the  Dutch  Republic.  I  told  him 
all  this  might  become  a  fubjefl  of  future  difcuflion;  and 
I  concluded,  that  if  we  could  agree  upon  the  moft  effen- 
tial  points,  the  treaty  would  not  break  off  on  thofe  fe- 
condary  confiderations.  Our  converfation  had  now 
been  extremely  long,  and  M.  Delacroix  ended  by  fay¬ 
ing,  that,  although  he  had  taken  upon  himfelf  to  enter 
with  me  thins  far  Upon  the  fubjeH,  yet  I  muft  not  con¬ 
fider  any  thing  he  faid  as  bindingr  or^as  pledging  the 
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Republic,  till  fuch  time  as  he  had  laid  the  papers  I  had 
given  him  before  the  Directory;  and,  in  order  to  do  this 
with  more  accuracy,  he  again  afked  me,  Whether  in  his 
report  he  was  to  ftate  the  difuniting  Belgium  from  France 
'  as  a  fine  qua  non  from  which  his  Majefty  would  not  de¬ 
part?  I  replied,  it  moft  certainly  was  a  fine  qua  non  from 
which  his  Majefty  would  not  depart;  and  that  any  pro- 
pofal  which  would  have  the  Netherlands  annexed  to 
France  would  be  attended  with  much  greater  benefit  to 
>  that  power,  and  lofs  to  the  allies,  than  the  prefent  rela¬ 
tive  fituation  of  the  belligerent  powers  could  entitle  the 

\ 

French  Government  to  expert. 

M.  Delacroix  repeated  his  concern  at  the  peremptory 
way  in  which  I  made  this  aflertion,  and,  afked,  whether 
3  it  would  admit  of  no  modification  ?  I  replied,  if  France 
Could,  in  a  contre-projet ,  point  out  a  practicable  and  ade¬ 
quate  one,  ftill  keeping  in  view,  that  the  Netherlands 
muft  not  be  French,  or  likely  again  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  France,  fuch  a  propofal  might  certainly  be  taken  into 
,  confideration.  :  - 

M.  Delacroix  by  no  means  encouraged  me  to  explain 
rnyfelf  more  fully;  he  repeatedly  faid,  that  this  difficulty 
relative  to  the  Netherlands  was  one  which  could  not  be 
overcome. 

Juft  as  I  was  taking  leave  of  him,  he  begged  me  to 
explain  what  was  meant  by  the  words  in  the  memoire 
[A]  in  the  fourth  paragraph,  beginning  66  de  s' entendre 
mutuellement fur  les  moyens  d'ajfurerf  and  ending  at <c  leurs 
pojfeffions  refpeBives I  told  him  it  referred  to  the  de¬ 
finitive  fyftem  adopted  by  France  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  went  to  exprefs  a  wifh,  that  the  two  powers  ftiould 
agree  on  fome  general  and  uniform  fyftem  of  internal 
police  in  the  fettlements  there,  which  would  contribute 
to  the  fecurity  pf  thefe  poffeffions  to  the  refpeftive  coun- 


LORD  MALMSBURY’s  MISSION* 


54 

tries,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  the  happinefs  of  every 
defcription  of  inhabitants  in  them. 

M.  Delacroix,  a  little  hurt  at  my  expreffion  relative 
to  the  fyftem  adopted  by  France,  endeavoured  to  recri¬ 
minate  on  us;  but  he  ended  by  faying,  that  they  fhould 
certainly  be  willing  to  concur  in  any  arrangement  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  negroes,  which  did  not  militate  againft  the 
principles  of  their  Conltitution. 

Here  our  conference  ended ;  and  as,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  it,  I  bore  in  my  mind  the  poflibility,  that,  al¬ 
though  this  our  firft  might  be  the  only  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  I  fhould  ever  have  of  {peaking  on  the  general 
principles  on  which  his  Majefty  was  difpofed  to  treat,  I 
endeavoured,  by  adverting  more  or  lefs  to  almoft  every 
point  in  my  inftru&ions,  to  enable  M.  Delacroix  (if  he 
reports  faithfully)  to  ftate  to  the  Dire&ory  what  I  faid 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  mif- 
conceive  what  were  his  Majefty’s  intentions,  to  remove 
all  poflibility  of  cavil  on  this  cafe,  and  to  bring  them  to 
a  clear  and  diftinft  anfwer  whether  they  would  agree  to 
open  a  negotiation  on  the  principle  of  the  Jiatus  ante 
helium ,  or  on  one  differing  from  it  only  in  form,  not  in 
fubftance.  I  hope  in  attempting  to  do  this  I  did  not,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  commit  myfelf,  or  difcover  more  of  my 
inftru&ions  than  it  became  me  to  do,  and  that  in  the  con- 
verfation  with  M.  Delacroix  nothing  efcaped  me  which 
might,  at  fome  fubfequent  period,  hurt  the  progrefs  of 
the  negotiation.  I  have,  I  believe,  given  this  conference 
nearly  verbatim  to  your  Lordfhip;  and  I  was  particu¬ 
larly  anxious  to  do  this  corre&ly  and  minutely,  as  well 
that  you  may  judge  on  the  propriety  of  what  I  faid  my% 
felf,  as  that  what  M.  Delacroix  faid  to  me  may  be  accu¬ 
rately  known,  and  remain  on  record. 

It  muft.  however;  be  remembered  (as  I  obferved  in 
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die  beginning  of  this  difpatch)  that  he  fpoke  from  him- 
feif,  as  Minifter  indeed,  but  not  under  the  immediate  in- 
ftruaions  of  the  Direftory;  and  this  confideration  will 
take  a  little  away  from  the  fingularity  of  fome  of  the 
pofitions  he  advanced. 

I  confefs,  my  Lord,  from  the  civility  of  .his  manners, 
and  from  his  apparent  readinefs  to  difcufs  the  fubjeft, 
the  impreffion  which  remained  on  my  mind  on  leading 
him  was,  that  the  negotiation  would  go  on,  but  be  liable 
to  fo  many  difficulties,  and  fome  of  them  fo  nearly  in- 
furmountable,  that,  knowing  as  I  do  the  opinion  of  the 
Dire&ory,  I  faw  little  profped  of  its  terminating  with 

fuccefs. 

But  I  did  not  expefl  the  conduct  of  the  Dire6iory 
would  immediately  be  fuch  as  to  evince  a  manifeft  in¬ 
clination,  and  even  determination,  to  break  off  on  the 
firft  propofals;  and  1  was  a  little  lurprifed  at  receiving, 
on  Sunday,  at  three  P.  M.  the  inclofed  letter  (A)  from 
M.  Delacroix;  he  fent  it  by  the  principal  Secretary  of 
his  department  (M.  Guiraudet)  who  communicated  to  me 
'  the  original  of  the  arrcte  of  the  Dire&ory,  of  which  this 
letter,  abating  the  altreration  in  the  fom,  is  a  literal  copy. 

After  perufing  it,  I  afked  M.  Guiraudet  whether  he 
was  informed  of  its  contents?  And  this  led  to  a  ffiort 
converfadon  on  them.  I  told  him  that  both  the  demands 
were  fo  unexpended  I  could  not  reply  to  them  offhand; 
that  as  to  the  firft,  it  was  quite  unufual  to  fign  memorials 
which  were  annexed  to  a  note  a&ually  figned;  and  that 
I  fcarcely  felt  myfelf  authorized  to  depart  from  what 
was,  I  believe,  an  invariable  rule:  That  as  to  the  fecond 
demand,  made  in  fo  peremptory  and  unprecedented^ 
way,  I  could  without  hefitation  fay  at  once  that  it  could 
not  be  complied  with.  Monf.  Guiraudet  lamented  this 
much,  arjd  faid,  that  this  being  the  cafe,  he  feared  our 
principles  of  negotiation  would  never  coincide.  I 
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agreed  with  him  in  my  expreffions  of  concern.  We 
converfed  together  afterwards  for  fome  time,  but  nothing 
paffed  at  all  worthy  of  remark.  I  told  him  I  lhould 
fend  my  anfwer  the  next  day.  On  reflecting  more  at¬ 
tentively  on  the  requelt  that  I  would  lign  the  two  me¬ 
morials  which  I  had  given  in,  it  ftruck  me  that  the  com- 
,  1  \ 

plying  with  it  pledged  me  to  nothing;  that  it  was, merely 
gratifying  them  on  a  point  infilled  on  peevilhly,  and  that 
the  doing  it  would  put  them  hill  more  in  the  wrong. 

As  to  the  hrange  demand  of  an  ultimatum,  it  was  per¬ 
fectly  clear  what  it  became  me  to  fay,  and  I  hope  that 
in  the  inclofed  anfwer  B  (which  I  fent  yeherday  morn¬ 
ing,  at  twelve  o’clock,  to  M.  Delacroix)  I  lhall  be  found 
to  have  adhered  as  clofely  as  polfible  to  the  fpirit  of  my 
inhruClions. 

Yeherday  evening,  at  half  pah  nine,  M.  Guiraudet 
brought  me  the  note  C,  to  which  I  immediately  replied 
by  the  note  D.  They  require  no  comment;  and  as  I 
intend  leaving  Paris  to-morrow,  and  travelling  with  all 
convenient  fpeed,  I  lhall  fo  foon  have  it  in  my  power  to 
fay  the  little  which  remains  relative  to  this  '  hidden, 
though  perhaps  not  unlooked-for  clofe  to  my  million, 
that  I  need  not  trefpafs  on  your  Lordfhip’s  patience. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  See. 

(Signed)  ,  MALMSBURY 

P.  S.  I  thought  it  would  be  proper  for  his  Majelty’s 
Miniher  at  Vienna  to  receive  the  earlieh  intelligence  of 
the  the  negotiation  being  broken  olf;  I  therefore  have 
difpatched  a  meffenger  to  Vienna,  with  a  copy  of  the 
feveral  papers  which  have  palfed  between  me  and  Mon- 
fieur  Delacroix  lince  our  conference,  and  alfo  a  fuc- 
cinCt  account  of  what  palfed  on  it.  The  melfenger  left 
this  place  to-day  at  three  P.  M.  M. 

Right  Hon .  Lord  Grenville ,  &c. 
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The  reader  being  now  in  poffeflion  of  the  important 
papers  upon  the  fubje&  of  the  negotiation,  he  has,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  dire&ed  his  attention  to  the  two  moil  material 
papers,  66  the  Confidential  Memorial  on  the  principal 
obje&s  of  reftitution,  compenfation,  and  reciprocal  ar¬ 
rangement;”  and  the  confidential  converfation  between 
Lord  Malmfbury  and  M.  Delacroix;  he  muff  have  no¬ 
ticed  that  the  terms  propofed  by  Great-Britain  are, 

1.  The  rejlitution  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  Emperor ,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  his  dominions  in  Italy .  ,y  \ 

2.  The  re-eflablifhment  of  peace  with  the  Empire  by  an 
arrangement  with  the  Emperor . 

3.  The  evacuation  of  Italy  by  the  French  troops ,  with  an 
engagement  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  that 
country ,  which  mufi  be  re-ejlablifhei  as  far  as  poffible  upon 
the  footing  of  the  status  ante  bellum. 

The  Britifh  Government  demanded  farther,  that  no 
ceffion  fhall  be  required  by  France  from  Portugal;  and 
that  if  the  Republic  keep  the  Spanifh  part  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  {he  muft  make  compenfation  to  England.  .  /  On 
thefe  conditions  the  Englifh  Government  offered  to  re- 
ftore  the  territories  conquered  from  the  French- in  the 
Eafl  and  Weft  Indies,  the  little  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon,  and  the  Fifliery  of  Newfoundland,  and  to 
keep  the  Cape  and  Ceylon.  The  flatus  ante  bellum  was 
denied  to  Holland,  unlefs  France  re-inftated  the  Dutch 
in  all  refpefts  in  the  fame  political  fituation  in  which 
they  flood  before  the  war.  If  France  did  not  reinftatc 
them,  England  demanded  territorial  poffeffions  as  a 
compenfation. 

With  regard  to  the  Italian  powers  there  is  fome  con- 
tradition  between  the  Confidential  Memorial  and  the 
confidential  converfation.  In  the  Memorial  it  feems  as 
if  the  flatus  ante  bellum  was  demanded  for  the  Italian* 
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powers;  and  in  the  converfation  Lord  Malmfbury  fays* 
that,  the  addition  of  Savoy,  Nice,  and  Avignon,  would 
be  a  very  great  acquifition  of  power  to  France,  thereby 
giving  up  totally  Sardinia  and  the  Pope. 

But  the  great  point  moft  pertinacioufly  infilled  upon 
by  the  Englilh  Government  was  the  reftitution  of  the 
Netherlands.  Lord  Malmfbury  declared,  that,  on  that 
fubjeft,  “  the  French  Republic  mujl  entertain  no  expecta¬ 
tion  that  his  Britannic  MajeJly  zvill  relax ,  or  ever  confent 
to  fee  the  Netherlands  remain  a  part  of  France.”  The 
war  mull  be  eternal;  for  experience  has  fufficiently 
proved  that  the  Allied  Powers  do  not  polfefs  pbyfical 
force  enough  to  wrell  the  Netherlands  from  France. 
As  the  determinrtion  of  the  French  Government  not  to 
cede  them  was  fufficiently  known  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  negotiation,  Lord  Malmfbury  would  .have 

*  s'  I 

faved  an  infinite  deal  of  trouble,  and  the  nation  great 
anxiety,  by  declaring,  in  the  firft  inflance,  that  the  ceffion 
of  them  was  a  fine  qua  non  with  the  Englilh  Govern¬ 
ment, 
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Paris,  28thFrimaire  (Dec.  18)  5th  year. 


SIR, 

The  Executive  Bire6lory  has  heard  the  reading  of  the 
official  note,  figned  by  you,  and  of  two  confidential  Me¬ 
morials,  without  fignatures,  which  were  annexed  to  it, 
and  which  you  gave  in  to  me  yellerday.  I  am  charged 
exprefsly  by  the  Direflory  to  declare  to  you,  that  it  can-, 
not  lillen  to  any  confidential  note  without  a  fignature, 
and  to  require  of  you  to  give  in  to  me,  officially,  within 
four  and  twenty  hours,  your  Ultimatum,  figned  by  you. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  affurance  of  my  high  confideration, 

^Signed)  '  CH.  DELACROIX. 


LORD  MALMSBURY’S  MISSION. 


59 


(No.  33.)  Copy.  [B] 

*  Paris,  Dec.  19,  1796. 

Lord  Malmfbury,  in  anfwer  to  the  letter  which  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  had  the  goodnefs  to  tranfmit 
to  him  through  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  General  of  his 
Department,  muff  remark,  that  in  figning  the  official 
note,  which  he  gave  in  to  that  Minifter,  by  order  of  his 
Court,  he  thought  he  had  complied  with  all  the  ufuai  for¬ 
malities,  and  had  given  the  neceffary  authenticity  to  the 
-  two  confidential  Memorials  which  were  annexed  to  it. 
Neverthelefs,  to  remove  all  difficulties  as  far  as  lies  in 
his  power,  he  willingly  adopts  the  forms  which  are  pointed 
out  by  the  refolution  of  the  Executive  Directory,  and 
haftens  to  fend  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the 
p  two  Memorials  figned  by  his  hand. 

With  refpeft  to  the  pofitive  demand  of  an  Ultimatum , 
Lord  Malmfbury  obferves,  that  infifting  on  that  point  in 
fo  peremptory  a  manner,  before  the  two  powers  fhall 
have  communicated  to  each  other  their  refpeftive  pre- 
3  tenfions,  and  that  the  articles  of  the  future  treaty  fhall 
have  been  fubmitted  to  the  difcuffions  which  the  different 
interefts  which  are  to  be  adjufted,  neceffarily  demand, 

'  is  to  fhut  the  door  againfl  all  negotiation.  He  therefore 
can  add  nothing  to  the  affurances  which  he  has  already 
given  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  as  well  by  word 
of  mouth,  as  in  his  official  note;  and  he  repeats  that  he 
is  ready  to  enter  with  that  Minifter  into  every  explana- 
nation  of  which  the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  the  negotiation 
may  admit,  and  that  he  will  not  fail  to  enter  into  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  propofals  of  his  Court,  or  of  any  counter 
projeB  which  may  be  delivered  to  him ,  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive  DireBory ,  with  that  candour  and  that  fpirit  of 
conciliation  which  correfpond  with  the  juft  and  pacific 
fentiments  of  his  Court, 
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Lord  Malmfbury  requefts  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
Affairs  to  accept  the  affurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

{No.  34.)  [C.  ]  , 

The  underfigned  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  iV 
charged  by  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  to  anfwer  to  Lord 
Malmfbury ’s  two  notes  of  the  27th  and  29th  Frimalre, 
(171b  and  19th  December,  O.  S.)  that  the  Executive  Di¬ 
rectory  will  liften  to  no  propofals,  contrary  to  the  con- 
flitution,  to  the  laws,  and  to  the  treaties  which  bind  the 
Republic. 

And  as  Lord  Malmfbury  announces  at  every  commu¬ 
nication,  that  he  is  in  want  of  the  advice  of  his  Court,, 
from  which  it  refults  that  he  aCts  a  part  merely  paffive 
in  the  negotiation,  which  renders  his  prefence  at  Paris 
ufelefs;  the  underfigned  is  further  charged  to  give  him 
notice  to  depart  from  Paris  in  eight  and  forty  hours,  with 
all  the  perfons  who  have  accompanied  and  followed  him, 
and  to  quit  as  expeditioufly  as  poffible,  the  territory  of 
the  Republic.  The  underfigned  declares  moreover,  in 
the  name  of  the  Executive  Directory,  that  if  the  Britifh 
Cabinet  is  defirous  of  peace,  the  Executive  DireClory  is 
ready  to  follow  the  negotiations,  according  to  the  bafis 
laid  down  in  the  prefent  note,  by  the  reciprocal  channel 
©f  couriers. 

(Signed)  CH.  DELACROIX. 

Paris,  29th  Frimaire  (19th  December.) 


(No.  35.)  [D.] 


Lord  Malmfbury  haftens  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  note  of  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated 
yefterday.  He  is  preparing  to  quit  Paris  to-morrow,  and 
demands,  in  confequence,  the  neceffary  paffports  for 
himfelf  and  his  fuite. 


He  requefts  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  accept 
the  aiTurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

Paris,  20th  Dec.  1796. 

Thus  ended  a  million,  which,  in  point  of  importance* 
as  applied  to  the  whole  circle  of  Europe,  hands  far  fu- 
perior  to  any  that  ever  agitated  the  human  mind:  To 
the  future  hiftorian  will  be  left  the  talk  of  doing  impar¬ 
tial  juftice  to  a  diplomatic  correfpondence  which  has 
engaged  the  anxious  attention  and  folicitude  of  every 
friend  of  the  human  race,  not  only  among  the  nations 
which  have  fo  long  been  buffering  in  this  dreadful  con- 
fli£l,  but  by  every  inhabitant  on  the  great  theatre  of  the 
(pivilized  world. 


Upon  the  fubjeffi  'of  the  failure  of  Lord  Malmfburys 
miffion ,  the  Englifh  Government  pubhfhed  the  following 
Manifefo ;  • 

a 

The  negotiation  which  an  anxious  defire  for  the  reflow- 
ration  of  peace  had  induced  his  Majefty  to  open  at  Paris* 
having  been  abruptly  terminated  by  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  King  thinks  it  due  to  himfelf  and  his  people  to 
ftate  in  this  public  manner  the  circumfiances  which  have 
preceded  and  attended  a  tranfaflion  of  fo  much  import^ 
ance  to  the  general  interefls  of  Europe. 

It  is  well  known  that  early  in  the  prefent  year  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  laying  aftde  the  confideration  of  many  circumfiances 
of  difficulty  and  difcouragement,  determined  to  takcfuch 
fteps  as  were  beft  calculated  to  open  the  way  for  negoti¬ 
ation.  if  any  correfponding  defire  prevailed  on  the  part  of 
his  enemies.  He  direfled  an  overture  to  be  made  in  his 
name  by  his  Minifter  in  Swi  fieri  and*  for  the  pijrpofe  of 
afcertainitig  the  difpofitions  of  the  French  Government 
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with  refpeft  to  peace.  The  anfwer  which  he  received  in 
return  was  at  once  haughty  and  evafive:  It  affe&ed  to 
queftion  the  fincerity  of  thofe  difpofitions  of  which  his 
Majefty’s  conduct  afforded  fo  unequivocal  a  proof :  It 
raifed  groundlefs  objeflions  to  the  mode  of  negotiation 
propofed  by  his  Majefty  (that  of  a  general  congrefs,  by 
which  peace  has  fo  often  been  reftored  to  Europe)  but 
it  ftudioufly  palfed  over  in  filence  his  Majefty’s  defire 
to  learn  what  other  mode  would  be  preferred  by  France. 
It  at  the  fame  time  afferted  a  principle  which  was  ftated 
as  an  indifpenfible  preliminary  to  all  negotiation;  a  prin¬ 
ciple  under  which  the  terms  of  peace  mult  have  been  re¬ 
gulated,  not  by  the  ufual  confiderations  of  juftice,  po¬ 
licy,  and  reciprocal  convenience  ;*  but  by  an  implicit 
fubmiffion  on  the  part  of  all  other  powers  to  a  claim 
founded  on  the  internal  laws  and  feparate  conftitution  of 
France,  as  having  full  authority  to  fuperfedethe  treaties 
entered  into  by  independent  ftates,  to  govern  their  inte- 
refts,  to  controul  their  engagements,  and  to  difpofe  of 
their  dominions. 

A  pretenhon  in  itfelf  fo  extravagant  could  in  no  in- 
ftance  have  been  admitted,  or  even  liftened  to  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  Its  application  to  the  prefent  cafe  led  to  nothing 
lefs  than  that  France  fhould,  as  a  preliminary  to  all  dif- 
cufTion,  retain  nearly  all  her  conquefls,  and  thofe  parti¬ 
cularly  in  which  his  Majefty  was  mod  concerned,  both 
from  the  ties  of  intereft,  and  the  facred  obligations  of 
treaties:  That  the  fhould  in  like  manner  recover  back 
all  that  had  been  conquered  from  her  in  every  part  of 
the  world  :  And  that  fhe  fhould  be  left  at  liberty  to  bring 
forward  fuch  further  demands  on  all  other  points  of  ne¬ 
gotiation,  as  fuch  unqualified  fubmiffion  on  the  part  of 
thofe  whom  fhe  treated  could  not  fail  to  produce. 

On  fuch  grounds  as  thefe  it  was  fufficiently  evident  that 


no  negotiation  could  be  eftablifhed:  Neither  did  the  an* 
fwer  of  his  Majefty’s  enemies  afford  any  opening  for  con¬ 
tinuing  the  difcuffion,  fince  the  mode  of  negotiation  of¬ 
fered  by  his  Majefty  had  been  peremptorily  rejected  by 
them,  and  no  other  had  been  ftated  in  which  they  were 
willing  to  concur. 

His  Majefty  was  however  not  difcouraged  even  by  this 
'  refult  from  ftill  purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  appeared  to 
him  moft  .conducive  to  the  end  of  peace;  and  the  wifhes 
of  his  ally  the  Emperor  correfponding  with  thofe  which 
his  Majefty  had  manifefted,  fentiments  of  a  fimilar  ten¬ 
dency  were  expreffed  on  the  part  of  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  at  the  time  of  opening  the  campaign:  But  the 
continuance  of  the  fame  fpirit  and  principles  on  the  part 
of  the  . enemy  rendered  this  frefh  overture  equally  un* 
v"  fuccefsful. 

While  the  Government  of  France  thus  perfifted  in 
obftru&ing  every  meafure  that  could  even  open  the  way 
to  negotiation,  no  endeavour  was  omitted  to  miflead  the 
public  opinion  throughout  all  Europe  with  refpebl  to 
the  real  caufe  of  the  prolongation  of  the  war,  and  to  call 
a  doubt  on  thofe  difpofitions  which  could  alone  have 
di&ated  the  fteps  taken  by  his  Majefty  and  his  auguft 
ally. 

In  order  to  deprive  his  enemies  of  all  poffibility  of 
fubterfuge  or  evafion,  and  in  the  hope  that  a  juft  fenfe 
of  the  continued  calamities  of  war,  and  of  the  encreafing 
diftreffes  of  France  herfelf,  might  at  length  have  led  to 
more  juft  and  pacific  difpofitions,  his  Majefty  renewed 
in  another  form,  and  through  the  intervention  of  a  friendly 
power,  a  propofai  for  opening  negotiations  for  peace. 
The  manner  in  which  this  intervention  was  received,  in¬ 
dicated  the  moft  hoftile  difpofitions  towards  Great-Britain, 
and  at  the  fame  time  afforded  to  all  Europe  a  ftriking 
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inftance  of  that  injurious  and  offenfive  conduft  which  is 
obferved  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government  towards 
all  other  countries.  The  repeated  overtures  made  in  his 
Majefty’s  name  were  neverthelefs  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 
it  was  at  laft  found  impolfible  to  perfift  in  the  abfolute 
rejection  of  them,  without  the  direfl  and  undifguifed 
avowal  of  a  determination  to  refufe  to  Europe  all  hope 
of  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity.  A  channel  was  there¬ 
fore  at  length  indicated  through  which  the  Government 
of  France  profefled  itfelf  willing  to  carry  on  a  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  a  readinefs  was  expreffed  (though  in  terms  far 
remote  from  any  fpirit  of  conciliation)  to  receive  a  Mi- 
nifter,  authorized  by  his  Majefty  to  proceed  to  Paris  for 
that  purpofe. 

*  Many  circumftances  might  have  been  urged  as  afford¬ 
ing  powerful  motives  againft  adopting  this  fuggeftion, 
until  the  Government  of  France  had  given  fome  indica* 
lion  of  a  fpirit  better  calculated  to  promote  the  fuccefs 
of  fuch  a  miffion,  and  to  meet  thefe  advances  on  the  part 
of  Great-Britain.  The  King’s  defire  for  the  reftoration 
of  general  peace  on  juft  and  honourable  terms,  his  con¬ 
cern  for  the  interefts  of  his  fubjefts,  and  his  determina¬ 
tion  to  leave  his  enemies  no  pretext  for  imputing  to  hint 
the  confequences  of  their  own  ambition,  induced  him  to 
overlook  every  fuch  confideration,  and  to  take  a  ftep 
which  thefe  rcafons  alone  could  juftify. 

The  repeated  endeavours  of  the  French  Government 
to  defeat  this  miflion  in  its  outfet,  and'to  break  off  the 
intercourfe  thus  opened,  even  before  the  firft  fteps  to¬ 
wards  negotiation  could  be  taken;  the  indecent  and  in¬ 
jurious  language  employed  with  a*  view  to  irritate, 
the  eaptious  and  frivolous  objections  raifed  for  the 
purpofe  of  obftruCting  the  progrefs  of  the  difcuffion; 
all  thefe  have  fufficiently  appeared  from  the  official  papei*s 
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which  paiTed.  on  both  lides,  and  which  are  known  to  all 
Europe. 

But  above  all,  the  abrupt  termination  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  has  afforded  the  molt  conclufive  proof,  that  at  no 
period. of  it  was  any  real  wi(h  for  peace  entertained  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Government. 

After  repeated  evafion  and  delay,  that  Government  had 
at  length  confented  to  eftablifh  as  the  bafis  of  the  negoti¬ 
ation,  a  principle  propofed  by  his  Majefty,  liberal  in  its 
own  nature,  equitable  towards  his  enemies,  and  calcu¬ 
lated  to  provide  for  the  interefts  of  his  allies,  and  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  It  had  been  agreed  that  compenfation  ihould.be 
made  to  France  by  proportionable  reftitutions  from  his 
Majefty 's  conquefts  on  that  power,  for  thofe  arrange¬ 
ments  to  which  he  fhould  be  called  upon  to  confent,  in 
order  to  fatisfy  the  juft  pretenfions  of  his  allies,  and  to 
preferve  the  political  balance  of  Europe.  At  the  defire 
of  the  French  Government  itfelf,  memorials  w^ere  pre- 
fented  by  his  Majefty’s  Minifter,  which  contained  the  out¬ 
lines  of  terms  of  peace,  grounded  on  the  bafis  fo  efta- 
blifhed,  and  in  which  his  Majefty  propofed  to  carry  to 
the  utmoft  poflible  extent,  the  application  of  a  principle 
fo  equitable  as  with  refpeft  to  France,  and  fo  liberal  on 
his  Majefty’s  part.  The  delivery  of  thefe  papers  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  declaration  exprefsly  and  repeatedly 
made,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  that  his  Majefty’s 
Minifter  was  willing  and  prepared  to  enter,  with  a  fpirit 
of  conciliation  and  fairnefs,  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  dif*# 
ferent  points  there  contained,  or  into  that  of  any  other 
propofal  or  fcheme  of  peace  which  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  might  wifh  to  lubftitute  in  its  place. 

In  reply  to  this  communication,  he  received  a  demand 
in  form  the  moft  offenfive,  and  in  fubftance  the  moft  ex- 
travagantj  that  ever  was  made  in  the  courfe  of  any  ne? 
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gotiation.  It  was  peremptorily  required  of  him,  that 
in  the  very  outfet  of  the  bufinefs,  when  no  anfwer  had 
been  given  by  the  French  Government  to  his  firfl  pro- 
polal*  when  he  had  not  even  learnt,  in  any  regular 
Ihape^  the  nature  or  extent  of  the  obje&ions  to  it,  and 
much  lefs  received  from  that  Government  any  other 
offer  or  plan  of  peace,  he  fhould  in  twenty-four  hours 
deliver  in  a  flatement  of  the  final  terms  to  which  his 
Court  would  in  any  cafe  accede.  A  demand  tending 
evidently  to  fhut  the  door  to  all  negotiation,  to  preclude 
all  difcuffion,  a'l  explanation,  all  pofhbility  of  the  ami¬ 
cable  adjuflment  of  points  of  difference.  A  demand  in 
its  nature  prepofterous,  in  its  execution  impracticable, 
fince  it  is  plain  that  no  fuch  ultimate  refolution  refpeCiing 
a  general  plan  of  peace  ever  can  be  rationally  formed* 
much  lefs  declared,  without  knowing  what  points  are 
principally  objected  to  by  the  enemy,  and  what  facilities 
he  may  be  willing  to  offer  in  return  for  conceffion  in 
thofe  refpeCts.  Having  declined  compliance  with  this 
demand,  and  explained  the  reafons  which  rendered  it 
admiffible,  but  having,  at  the  fame  time  exprefsly  re¬ 
newed  the  declaration  of  his  readinefs  to  enter  into  the 
difcuffion  of  the  propofal  he  had  conveyed,  or  of  any 
other  which  might  be  communicated  to  him,  the  King’s 
Minifter  received  no  other  anfwer  than  an  abrupt  com-, 
mand  to  quit  Paris  in  forty-eight  hours.  If,  in  addition 
to  fuch  an  infult,  any  further  proof  was  neceffary  of  the 
difpofitions  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  offered,  fuch  proof 
would  be  abundantly  fupplied  from  the  contents  of  the 
note  in  which  this  order  was  conveyed.  The  mode  of 
negotiation  on  which  the  French  Government  had  itfelf 
infilled,  is  there  rejected,  and  no  practicable  means  left 
open  for  treating  with  effeCt.  The  bafis  of  negotiation 
fo  recently  eflablifhed  by  mutual  confent;  is  there  dif~ 
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claimed,  and,  in  its  room,  a  principle  clearly  inadmiffible 
is  re-afierted  as  the  only  ground  on  which  France  can 
confent  to  treat:  The  very  fame  principle  which  had 
been  brought  forward  in  reply  to  his  Majefty’s.  firft 
overtures  From  Swilferland,  which  had  then  been  reje&ed 
by  his  Majefty,  but  which  now  appears  never  to  have 
been  in  fa&  abandoned  by  the  Government  of  France, 
however  inconfiftent  with  that  on  which  they  had  ex- 
prefsly  agreed  to  treat. 

-  It  is  therefore  neceffary  that  all  Europe  fhould  under- 
fiand,  that  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation  at  Paris  does 
not  arife  from  the  failure  of  any  fincere  attempt  on  the 
part  of  France  to  reconcile  by  fair  difcuffion  the  views 
and  interefts  of  the  contending  powers;  fuch  a  difcuffion 
has  been  repeatedly  invited,  and  even  folicited  on  the  part 
of  his  Majefty,  but  has  been  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  abfo- 
lutely,  precluded  by  the  aQ:  of  the  French  Government. 

It  arifes  exclufively  from  the  determination  of  that 
Government  to  rejeft  all  means  of  peace;  a  determina¬ 
tion  which  appeared  but  too  ftrongly  in  all  the  prelimi¬ 
nary  difcuffions  ;  which  was  clearly  manifefted  in  the  de¬ 
mand  of  an  ultimatum  made  in  the  very  outfet  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation;  but  which  is  proved  beyond  all  poffibility  of 
doubt  by  the  obftinate  adherence  to  a  claim  which  can 
never  be  admitted — a  claim  that  the  conftru61ion  which 
that  Government  affefts  to  put  (though  even  in  that 
refpeft  unfupported  by  the  fa61)  on  the  internal  Confti- 
tution  of  its  own  country,  lhail  be  received  by  all  other 
nations  as  paramount  to  every  known  principle  of  public 
law  in  Europe,  as  fuperior  to  the  obligations  of  treaties, 
to  the  ties  of  common  intereft,  to  the  moft  preffing  and 
urgent  confiderations  of  general  fecurity. 

On  fuch  grounds  it  is  that  the  French  Government 
has  abruptly  terminated  a  negotiation,  which  it  com- 
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tnenced  with  relu&ance,  and  Condu&ed  with  every  indi¬ 
cation  of  a  refolution  to  prevent  its  final  fuccefs.  On 
thefe  motives  it  is  that  the  further  effufion  of  blood,  the 
continued  calamities  of  the  war,  the  interruption  of 
peaceable  and  friendly  intercourfe  among  mankind,  the 
prolonged  diftreffes  of  Europe,  and  the  accumulated 
miferies  of  France  itfelf,  are  by  the  Government  of  that 
country  to  be  juftified  to  the  world. 

His  Majefty,  who  had  entered  into  the  negotiation 
with  good  faith,  who  has  fuffered  no  impediment  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  profecuting  with  earneftnefs  and  fincerity,  has 
now  only  to  lament  its  abrupt  termination;  and  to  renew 
in  the  face  of  all  Europe  the  folemn  declaration,  that* 
whenever  his  enemies  ftiall  be  difpofed  to  enter  on  the 
Work  of  general  pacification  in  a  fpirit  of  conciliation 
and  equity,  nothing  lhall  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  accomplifhment  of  that  great  object,  with 
a  view  to  which  he  has  already  offered  fuch  confiderable 
Sacrifices  on  his  part,  and  which  is  now  retarded  only  by 
the  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  his  enemies. 

Weftminfter,  27th  December,  1796. 


On  the  difmiffalof  Lord  Malmjbury ,  the  Directory  pub lijhed 
the  following  Official  Note ,  which  may  be  conjidered  as 
the  Counter -Declaration  of  the  French  Republic : 

The  numerous  and  brilliant  fucceffes  of  the  arms  of 
the  Republic  have  not  fliut  the  ears  of  the  French 
to  the  voice  of  humanity.  If  they  took  up  arms, 
it  was  in  their  own  defence;  if  they  purfued  their  ene¬ 
mies  beyond  their  own  territory,  it  was  for  the  purpofe 
of  forcing  them  to  conclude  a  peace.  Peace  has  been 
the  conffant  objeft  of  their  efforts  and  of  their  wifhes; 
and  it  v/as  already  re-eftabli filed  with  moft  of  the  Powers 


I 


JLORD  MALMSBURY’S  MISSION’.  <6$ 

of  the  Coalition,  on  a  happy  and  folid  foundation,  when 
the  Englifh  Envoy  was  faftidioufly  announced. 

There  wer£  a  thoufand  grounds  for  diftrufting  the  fin- 
cerity  of  this  ftep  in  the  Englifh  Government.  The  per¬ 
fidy  of  the  means  which  it  had  employed  againft  us;  the 
troubles  in  the  interior  of  France,  which  it  had  excited; 
the  falfe  afli  gnats  with  which  it  had  inundated  the  country ; 
La  Vendee  inflamed  and  fupported  in  a  ftate  of  infurrec- 
tion;  the  traitors  which  it  had  hired;  in  fine,  the  generally 
recognized  chara&er  of  its  Envoy  for  duplicity  and  in¬ 
trigue,  were  ail  prefumptions  of  its  bad  faith. 

But  eager  to  grafp  at  the  hope  of  reftoring  peace  to 
Europe,  the  Dire8ory  chearfully  difmiffed  every  fufpi- 
cion;  it  rejoiced  to  think  that  the  almoft  incredible  fuc- 
ceffes  of  the  army  of  Italy,  that  the  trophies  of  glory 
gained  by  the  army  of  the  Rhine  and  Mofelle  in  its  me¬ 
morable  retreat,  had  at  leaf!  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
Britifh  Cabinet.  It  was  forward  in  confenting  to  dif- 
patch  the  paffports  demanded  for  the  Englifh  Envoy. 
Its  decree  for  this  purpofe  was  dated  on  the  9th  of  laft 
Vendemiaire  (08:.  2) 

Lord  Malmfbury  certainly  did  not  feel  the  fame  eager- 
nefs;  he  did  not  arrive  in  Paris  till  the  2d  Brumaire 
following  (08.  25) 

His  firft  overtures  feemed  to  indicate  an  intention  of 
rendering  the  negotiation  almoft  interminable. 

His  powders  were  indefinite;  he  might  have  adopted 
■whatever  form  of  negotiation  he  thought  proper;  he 
might  have  begun  it,  therefore,  with  that  franknefs  and 
that  good  faith  which  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year  have 
enabled  us  to  conclude  fo  many  treaties;  he  might  have 
withheld  every  pretenfion  which  w7as  infulting  to  the 
Republic,  or  inadmiffible  by  its  conftitution,  its  la\vrs, 
and  its  treaties. 
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He  might  have  propofed  and  difcuffed,  without  loft 
of  time,  fincere  proportions,  which  would  have  been 
combated  with  the  fame  fianknefs.  c 

His  conduct  was  quite  the  reverfe,  He  had  no  power 
from  the  allies  of  England;  he  found  no  perfon  at  Paris 
charged  to  ftipulate  for  their  i.nterefts,  which  placed  him 
in  a  fituation  to  aft  only  in  virtue  of  that  part  of  his 
powers  which  authorized  him  to  treat  in  the  name  of 
England.  He  affe&ed  a  wifh  to  comprehend  all  the 
Powers  in  the  treaty,  and  declared  in  confequence  that 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fend  couriers  even  to  Ruffia. 

To  have  the  air  at  the  fame  time  of  wifhing  to  advance 
the  negotiation,  Lord  Malmfbury  propofed  the  admift 
Son  of  a  vague  principle  of  proportional  compenfation 
as  the  bafis  of  difcuffion. 

Thefe  procraftinations  did  not  put  a  flop  to  the  effu- 
{ion  of  human  blood;  the  Directory  lamented  the  delay; 
it  tefhified  its  concern  in  the  reply;  nevertheleft,  as  it 
was  fincerely  defirous  of  peace,  it  accepted  every  means 
that  was  propofed  to  expedite  its  arrival. 

As  to  the  principle  of  compenfation,  it  did  not  conteft 
it.  This  principle  was  of  the  effence  of  the  negotia¬ 
tions  into  which  they  were  to  enter;  the  difficulties  arofe 
only  from  the  application  of  the  principle;  it  called, 
therefore,  for  this  application;  it  afked  of  Lord  Malmf¬ 
bury,  what  were  the  obje&s  of  reciprocal  compenfation 
that  he  meant  to  propofe  ? 

This  ftep  was  too  rapid  for  his  Lordffiip’s  tafte;  he 
pretended  to  believe  that  the  Dire&ory  difputed  the 
principle;  his  fubfequent  notes  were  more  vague  and 
complicated  than  his  former;  he  affe&ed  to  afk,  by  a 
note,  whether  the  memorials  tranfmitted  to  him,  con¬ 
tained  an  anfwer  to  thofe  he  had  previoufiy  furniffied; 
in  fine,  by  way  of  keeping  up  a  climax  in  this  temporifing 
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fyftem,  Lord  Malmfbury,  though  he  was  veiled  with  full 
powers,  replied  to  every  word  that  was  faid  to  him,  that 
he  would  refer  it  to  his  Court,  and  each  time  he  dif- 
patched  a  courier. 

The  indecency  of  this  game  could  not  lad  long.  The 
note  of  the  7th  Frimaire  (Nov.  27th)  in  which  the  Mi- 
nider  for  Foreign  Affairs  was  charged  to  repeat  the  de¬ 
mand  to  Lord  Malmfbury,  made  upon  his  own  principle, 
to  fpecify  without  delay,  and  nominatively,  the  obje&s 
of  reciprocal  compenfation  which  he  meant  to  propofe; 
this  note  made  him  feel  that  it  was  at  laid  neceffary  that 
he  fhould  explain  himfelf;  and  he  promifed  to  do  it. 
Neverthelefs,  and  dill  in  fpite  of  his  full  powers,  he  dif- 
patched  not  only  a  courier,  but  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  his  legation. 

Twenty  days  more  elapfed;  and,  as  if  Lord  Malmf¬ 
bury  was  afraid  that  any  one  dep  of  his  proceedings 
fhould  have  the  appearance  of  fincerity,  the  two  memo¬ 
rials  which  he  produced  on  the  27th  and  29th  Frimaire, 
were  without  fignatures. 

On  the  report  which  was  made  to  the  Direftory  upon 
thefe  memorials;  on  the  expofure  of  the  overture  of 
Lord  Malmfbury,  which  left  no  poffibility  of  difcuflion, 
fince  they  propofed  that  the  Government  fhould  fign  the 
difgrace  of  the  Republic,  the  Dire&ory  gave  his  Lord- 
fhip  notice  to  prefenthis  ultimatum  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  to  fign  it.  '  : 

His  Lordfhip  figned  his  two  memorials.  A  flight  pe- 
rufal  of  their  contents  mud  fill  all  France  with  that  in¬ 
dignation  with  which  the  Dire&ory  iiiud  have  read  them, 
and  demondrate  the  necedity  there  was  for  difmifling  the 
man  who  dared  to  propofe  them. 

In  thefe  England  at  once  diftates  the  reditution  to 
his  Majedy  the  Emperor  and  King,  of  all  his  edates  upon 
the  footing  of  poffeflion  previous  to  the  war. 
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Thus,  the  victorious  French,  the  French  who  have 
fhed  their  blood,  and  fquandered  their  refources,  to  re¬ 
pel  an  unjuft  aggreffion,.were  to  retire  ftiamefully  within 
their  territories,  as  if  they  had  been  vanquifhed.  They 
were  to  fupport  the  weight  and  expence  of  a  war  which 
they  were  obliged  to  maintain  in  defence  of  their  liberty  f 

Thus,  in  compliance  with  thefe  demands  too,  although 
by  the  text  of  the  Conftitution  a  treaty  cannot  ftipulate 
any  alienation  of  the  territory  of  the  Republic,  the  Di¬ 
rectory  was  to  reftore  the  ci-devant  Belgium.  They 
were  to  fign  with  their  own  hand  the  inftrument  of  their 
impeachment,  by  the  violation  of  the  focial  agreement 
which  they  were  fpecially  deputed  to  maintain. 

Thus  thofe  nations  who  are  connected  with  us,  who 
have  relied  upon  our  friendfhip,  upon  our  fidelity,  were 
to  be  bafely  abandoned ! 

England  next  imperioufly  diffolves  the  treaties  we 
have  made  with  the  greater  number  of  the  Princes  of 
Germany.  In  her  eyes  thefe  treaties  are  of  no  value. 
It  was  only  with  his  Imperial  Majefty  that  France  could 
have  concluded  them;  it  is  upon  his  Imperial  Majefty 
thatvthe  Englifh  Government  is  defirous  of  rendering  that 
peace  dependant  which  the  Republic  has  granted  to  thofe 
States  of  Germany  who  have  detached  themfelves  from 
the  coalition. 

The  evacuation  of  Italy  is  next  propofed  by  England; 
it  would  be  neceflary,  therefore,  to  abandon  alfo  ci-devant 
Savoy,  and  the  country  of  Nice;  it  would  be  neceflary 
then  to  exercife  towards  their  inhabitants  the  fame  per¬ 
fidy  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  ancient  Belgians;  and  in  order 
that  the  confequence  of  this  mode  of  conduCl  fhould 
call  down  upon  France  the  hatred  of  thofe  who  have 
feconded  her  arms  with  their  good  wifhes,  or  by  their 
means,  in  order  that  this  bafenefs  might  for  ever  devote 
the  Republic  to  the  execration  of  natior>s3  England  dif- 
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charges  her  from  the  exercife  of  the  power  of  interfering 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  thefe  countries,  and  by  confe- 
quence  of  that  of  warding  off  the  vengeance  which  they 
meditate  againfl  thole  who  have  fhewn  themfelves  friendly 
to  our  caufe,  who  by  their  exertions  have  feconded  the 
courage  of  the  brave  army  of  Italy,  of  thole,  in  fine,  who 
have  affifled  in  preventing  the  ma fiacre  of  our  brothers 
in  arms. 

To  thefe  propofitions,  openly  infamous,  fucceeded 
claufes  which  a  little  more  carefully  conceal  the  igno¬ 
miny  with  which  the  Englifh  Government  defire  to 
overwhelm  us. 

It  referves  to  the  Court  of  St.  Peterfburgh  the  full 
and  unlimited  power  of  joining  in  the  negotiation  when 
it  thinks  proper.  It  would  doubtlefs  have  interfered  if 
we  had  the  bafenefs  to  liflen  to  pretenfions  fo  odious. 
It  would  indeed  have  interfered,  and,  flrong  through  the 
weaknefs  which  it  might  reafonably  have  imputed  to  us, 
it  would  have  required  us  to  fubmit  to  new  humiliations, 
Portugal  next  figures  in  the  proje£l  of  this  Lord.  It 
referves  to  Portugal  too  the  power  of  joining  in  the  ne¬ 
gotiation;  and  faithful  to  its  fecret  principle  of  throwing 
upon  the  Republic  the  whole  expence  of  a  war  which 
(he  has  been  compelled  to  fupport  againfl  ail  Europe 
confederated  to  lay  wafte  and  difmember  her  territory, 
Lord  Malmfbury  neverthelefs  not  daring  to  demand 
openly  that  the  Trench  Government  fhould  renounce 
the  flipuiation  of  a  fum  of  money  to  be  paid  by  Portugal 
to  reimburfe  the  Republic  for  the  expence  of  the  war, 
prepares  in  his  memorial  the  foundation  of  that  unjufl 
pretenfion,  and  craftily  propofes  that  in  the  treaty  with 
Portugal  there  fhall  be  no  queflion  of  any  burdenfome 
condition  either  upon  the  one  fide  or  the  other. 

Not  content  with  the  important  aggrandizement  which 
the  partition  of  Poland  has  conferred  upon  her  allies; 
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not  content  with  having  enriched  herfelf  with  the  fpoils 

of  our  commerce,  by  a  treaty  perfidioufly  purchafed; 
not  content  with  having  thus  broken  the  balance  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  the  reftoration  of  which  file  fo  loudly  demands; 
England,  under  the  pretext  of  re-eftablifhing  this  very 
balance,  has  contended  with  the  Republic  againft  the 
validity  of  the  celfion  which  has  been  made  by  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty  of  the  Spanilh  part  of  St.  Domingo.  She 
1  demands  a  compenfation  for  this  objefil.  Without  a  blufh 
Ihe  founds  her  ridiculous  pretenfion  upon  the  2Cth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  fhe  herfelf,  in  fafil,  an¬ 
nulled  by  the  celfion  which  Hie  caufed  to  be  mSde  in  her 
favour  in  1763,  of  Florida,  St.  Auguilin,  and  Penfacola. 

In  fine,  in  a  latter  article,  ftudioufly  obfcure  and  me¬ 
thodically  complicated,  Lord  Malmfbury  prefents  certain 
bafes  relative  to  the  rights  of  individuals;  bafes,  the  ob- 
je£l  of  which  does  not  appear  fufceptible  of  any  appli¬ 
cation,  unlefs  they  refer  to  the  Emigrants,  and  to  the  re- 
fiitution  of  their  property  fold  or  fequeftered. — And  thefe , 
jorjooth ,  arc  proportions  of  peace  !  x 

The  fecond  memorial  of  Lord  Malmfbury  concerns 
the  allies  of  France;  and  this  memorial  is  not  lefs  infult- 
ing  than  that  we  have  mentioned. 

After  having  palfed  curforily  over  the  intereffs  of 
Spain,  to  which  he  fuppofes  no  indemnification  to  be  due, 
be  fpeaks  of  Holland;  and  on  this  head  his  pretenfions 
are  extravagant  even  to  frenzy. 

According  to  him,  the  French  Republic  ought  to  bar¬ 
ter  the  liberty  of  Holland ;  the  Stadtholderate  mult  be 
reftored.  France  mull  facrifice  this  Republic,  with  which 
the  moll  perfebl  friendfhip  fubfilts,  to  a  new  revolution, 
trampling  under  foot  the  moll  facred  conventions,  Ihamc- 
fuily  violating  the  faith  of  treaties,  Ihe  is  called  upon  to 
let  loofe  upon  the  head  of  this  people  all  the  horrors 
which  would  arife  from  the  re-a&ion  of  the  Orange  party* 
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And  what  was  to  be  the  price  of  this  infamy?  W.ould  * 
k  not  be  imagined  that  England  offers  upon  thefe  condi¬ 
tions  the  reftitution  of  what  treachery  has  enabled  her  ta 
plunder  from  Holland?  Would  it  not  be  imagined  that 
fte  was  to  add  to  this  offer  that  of  fome  indemnification, 

to  be  afterwards  arranged?  No;  fire  offers  only  the  re¬ 
ftitution  of  a  part  of  what  fhe  does  not  bluth  to  confider 
as  conqueft;  and  doubtlefs,  by  means  of  the  mdectlive 
referve  Ihe  prefervcs,  flie  was  afterwards  to  announce. 
the  pretention  of  retaining  the  Cape  and  the  llland  o  ; 
Ceylon,  (till  with  a  view  of  preferving  the  balance  oh 
Europe,  which  in  her  underftanding  confitts  in  being! 
herfelf  every  thing,  and  the  other  powers  nothing 

Lord  Malmlbury  propofes,  in  fine,  that  if  the  trench 
do  not  confent  to  tear  Holland  in  pieces  with  their  own 
hands,  they  fliould  give  to  the  Emperor  and  King  every¬ 
thing  which  Holland  has  ceded  to  France  in  the  treaty 

concluded  between  them. 

Such,  truly,  are  the  conditions  of  peace  propofed  by 
the  noble  Lord  ?  Without  doubt  they  muft  be  confi- 
dered  as  war-whoops  by  every  man  whofe  heart  is  not 
impenetrable  to  the  love  of  his  country;  by  eveiy  man 
■who  refpe&s  its  laws  and  the  faith  due  to  its  treaties. 
It  is  fliame  and  perfidy  which  England  propoles  to  us; 
it  is  the  violation  of  our  Conflitution  and  of  good  faith; 
it  is  the  fubverfion  of  our  principles,  the  relioration  of 
the  Emigrants,  the  reftitution  of  their  fortunes,  a  counter-; 
revolution,  anarchy,  and  civil  war;  it  is  every  evil,  every 
misfortune,  and  every  crime  united,  with  which  they 
prefent  us  in  pretending  to  afk  for  peace!  Perfidious 
England,  or  rather,  crafty  and  nefaiious  Englifh  Go 
vernment!  you  only  wifhed  for  money,  and  this  was.the 
only  objea  of  your  embafly  !  you  wifhed  to  deceive  the 
people  whofe  happinefs  is  intrufted  to  you!  you  wifhed 
to  obtain  from  them  refourcesj  without  which  your  un- 
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meaning  rage  tfould  become  impotent.  But  do  not 
count  upon  the  fuccelfes  with  which  you  flatter  your¬ 
self;  you  are  about  to  lavifli  your  new  treafures  to  no 
purpole;  you  are  going  only  to  aflure  and  haften  your 
ruin;  your  vain  boaft  of  public  credit-  will  come  to 
nought  as  foon  as  the  blindnefs  of  the  nation  is  removed  ; 
French  couiage  will  foon  leflen  your  arrogance;  the 
heroes  who  beat  you  in  the  fields  of  Hondfcoote,  Ge- 
mappe,  Fleurus,  Werwick,  Comines,  See.  upon  the 
frozen  plains  of  Holland,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Adige, 
in  the  necks  of  the  Brenta,  of  Trou-d’Ehfers,  Sec.  thefe 
heioes  fiill  exift;  they  will  force  you  to  reftore  to  the 
world  that  peace  which  humanity  demands,  and  which 
your  avarice  and  devouring  ambition  withhold. 

Friends  of  peace  !  take  courage,  blood  will  not  con¬ 
tinue  long  to  flow.  England  cannot  fteel  the  hearts  of 
all  the  powers  againft  the  cry  that  humanity  has  raifed. 
Auflria!  Auftria  itfelf  will  foon  open  its  eyes;  alarmed 
at  a  war  to  w7hich  it  fees  no  end ;  exhaufted  by  the  im- 
mepfe  expence  of  a  lengthened  ftruggle;  deprived  of  the 
refources  of  thofe  States  now  in  our  pofieflion;  unde¬ 
ceived  refpe&ing  the  Englifh  Government,  who  calling 
itlelf  her  ally  has  preferved  what  was  its  own,  .and 
has  left  her  defpoiled  of  Belgium,  of  a  part  of  Ger- 
many,  arid  of  Italy ;  prefled  by  her  own  fubje6Is5  upon 
whom  the  devaftations  confequent  upon  the  war  chiefly 
fall ;  Auftria,  in  fine,  under  the  influence  of  better 
counfels,  menaced  perhaps  from  another  quarter,  will 
feel  the  neceflity  of  treating  with  the  Republic;  and  then 
England,  (landing  by  itfelf,  and  juftly  expofed  to  all  the 
refentment  of  the  French,  will  not  be  able  to  diflemble 
its  weaknefs,' and  will  receive  with  more  gentlenefs  a 
peace  which  it  now  dares  to  difdain. 


THE  END* 


